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P R E F A C F. 


'T HE following Letters are 
the produce of the Author's 
leifure hours during the courſe 
of a few years, as their dons 
will ſhew. The habit. of @ 
friendly, ſociable intimacy that 
he lived in with the ſubjects 
of this correſpondence, induced 
him to reſerve copies of them 
for the pleaſure of reviewing, as 
it were, thoſe friends at a diſ- 


tance, 
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tance, which a peruſal of them 


ſometimes afforded him. They 


contain the natural effuſions of 
his heart upon a variety of ſub- 


jects, with ſome bagatelle ſome 


. gaiety, and ſome gravity inter- | 
mixed; and as the Author has 


endeavoured to ſteer ear or 


all perſonal invedtive and ridi- 


cle, he readily refigns himſelf 


to the danger of being taxed for 
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ADVERTISEMEN T, 


HE Author (on the repeated impor- 
tunities of a particular friend, for 


whoſe well-knawn literary abilities 


bears the higheſt veneration and reſpect) 


is, at laſt, prevailed on to let the follow- | 


g ing pages make their appearance in public, 


which it is highly improbable they had 


ever done, but for the above reaſon. As 


fuch, he hopes the Reader will view them 


through the mirror of candour, which is 


all the Author cither mn himelf with 
or acl # res, 
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LEFTER, 


Me. BL——x to M. 2 M—z 


"i 1, . 
Dxan Mavant, . „ n 
REALLY do not bnd whether 
this letter will be a ſpirited ſcribbla 


or not, though my ink has this moment 
Ve.  ©B received 
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| received the aid of ſome powerful punch 


to thin it ; but believe me it will not 


be deſtitute of that ſort of eſſence which 


makes che cup of life go down more 


* pleaſantly than it otherwiſe could or 
would do without *1t, and that 15:4 


happy compound of agreeable anti ticipa- 


tions, and little ſolicitudes, at à diſtance 
to, for, and about the friend we eſteem: 
in other words,” the ſweet ſenfations of 

genuine, ſound friendſhip. = Such ſen- 
ſations, believe me, Mrs. Bl—r and 
ſelf feel in no ſmall degree for your 


Ladyſhip. Vou make me ſo vain, by 


—— a 


turning me into a faint, that I almoſt 
think L ſhall be extravagant enough to 


build a ſhrine in my life-time, if only 
from. the flattering idea of your honour- 


ing it after my depoſiture with a viſit 
now and then, to ſcatter a chaſte ſprig 


"a 


4 . ; . g 1 
* * 5 5 A 
of 6 +. : 5 5 
2 * - " , 


N 1 29 n DS 2 FRE TR; 
NE Sa Io ee EN 


OP Ee OSS 
32 1 


o 2 n 
” SM WE we 3 2 W * 
5 bl = : y 


Cm ER; 
3 AY 
n . 


of 
2 
iL 
48 
8 
- A 
2 * 1 
1 
x 
8 
RN { 
_ 
— 
- 2 
X z 
x 
3 
: 


5 


or two of roſemary upon it: but I muſt 


inſiſt on your devotion's wearing no 
holes in the pavement, like the over 
pious folks of Canterbury heretofore, 
by a repetition of reſtleſ: s oriſons at 
the feet of their Saint Thomas. I alſo 
ſtrictly prohibit all beads, erucifixes, 

roſaries, Agnus-Dei's, all the way down 

to holy water ; for, as I intend to pre- Y 
fide over ſpirits of in telli gence, I ſhall 

aſſuredly haunt your ſhoes, your pillow, 
and your pockets. I ſhall put corns into 
the firſt, head-ach i into the ſecond, and 
diſappointment into the third. You 
ſhall quarrel with your pen, diſreliſh 
your books, and let even friendſhip ex- 
pire on your boſom; and, inſtead of 
being an exile, as you talk of, 1 will 
magically and faintifically conyey you, 


dy 1 means of my moſt holy balloon, a a 
| B. | thou- 
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not already enjoy! you will fay 


1 


thouſand leagues, at leaſt, beyond terra 
incognita: but now that I have told you 


what T ſhall be able to do, let me tell 


you what J mean to do. I mean, in 
conſequence of my ſaintſhip, to guide 
you into the flowery paths of Elyſium, 
to enjoy the delights of perpetual ſun- 


ſhine and elegant verdure; min gled with 


the choiceſt productions of nature, to 
feaſt your eyes upon. To all this I ſhall 


add a celeſtial band, to charm your ears, 


and as our converſe will be of no mortal 


mould, what a ſweet perſpective do we 


Mrs. Blm received the et-cœteras, and 


means to take no ſteps i in what you 
mention about them till we have the 
pleaſure to ſee you again, which we 


are happy to know is not at many days 


Giſtance ; : © however, ſhe ſends you no 
wiſhes, 
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C91] 
withes, either good, bad, or indifferent, 
becauſe ſhe means to write them - and 

as to Charles, he ſends good wiſhes, 
becauſe he cannot write them.——So 
goncludes 8 


[1 


Your affectionate friend, 


Bin, 
| B 3 LET. 
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. 29, 1776. 
Mapan, 


DARE ſay you will "I not a lite 
ſurpriſed with this addreſs from a 


party whoſe acquaintance is ſo much in 


| 
| 


— OUR I wt La ey, on; * 


its infancy, till the bearer, your friend, 


explains the reaſon for it. As a firm 
well-wiſher of your's, he tells you, 
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with concern, that it is currently 
believed you intend to. beſtow your 
i 15 charms upon a certain Cantab, whoſe 
name the bearer will acquaint you with. 
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It is the aſtoniſhment of your intt- 
mates, that ſuch a connetion ſhould. 
have 
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have ever once entered your head — a 
proſtitution is the fitter term for it, as, 
moſt ſurely, your charms, your fortune, 
your ſituation, and, above all, your Own 
inward ſatisfaction, would fall a ſacrifice 
to a man, whoſe ignorance of the world 
muſt not. only render him totally un- 

| qualified for the ſociable companion to 
an-amiable, eaſy woman, but every way 
fitted, if not by profeſſion, by diſpoſi- 

tion, to play the tyrant and deſtroyer of 
your domeſtic and mental happineſs. 
Think, dear Madam, of your preſent | 
ſituation, and its many comman” . 
Review the terrible contraſt of your li- 
berty loſt — the fatal knot tied, which 
nothing leſs than death can untie.— 


Such, however, are the independent 
ſentiments of a ſincere friend, and they 

muſt carry their own apology with 
| B 4 - mn 
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LETTER III. 


6 Mr. BL——R to Miſs Mx. 


3 - Feb. 16, 1776. 
Dzarx M—, 5 
JUST returned from K —, and fo 
juaded with mattadores and red aces 
is my faint, that ſhe deſpairs of viſiting 

Vanity Hall to-morrow evening; as you 
ſo obligingly deſire, though ſhe is 
equally ſenſible of your intentions — if 
| the ſhould find herſelf well enough, 
will, notwithſtandin g her preſent lan- 
guor, aim at J—- S—. We have left 

C— at ſchool. Mrs. Bl—r had on her 
chintz — elegant, indeed ! Signora was 
ſtruck with it, and ſaid, ſhe muſt have 

| one,. 


- 


F 20 | 

one. She inquired when we ſaw you; 

the anſwer was, Sunday ſe'ennight, a 

little while in the afternoon. — So it 
ended. Her friend, Mrs. P—, ap- 

pears to me to be very well, though ſhe 
perſuades herſelf into a belief that the 6 
ill. Was ſhe fond of phyſicians, there : 


would be ſome good meaning in it; 
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warm water and bleeding, or their tan- 
tamounts, would be the word. 
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very glad your fatigue is dying away; 
may its laſt gafp arrive this evening! 
When we ſee you again, you ſhall have 
2 laugh about a voleur going to make 
his grand attack upon our coach at K 


Mrs. Bl—r has got a 
cold fomehow ; whether from the win- 


this evening. 


dow where we drank tea, or in paſſing 
through the chilling, 


moderate, ſtrange, aguiſh, intermittent, 


warm, halt-cold, 


climate 


* 
1 
* 
. 1 

x 
$ 
+ 
FT 

4 

F 

% 
1 
* 
1 

2 
; 
i 
14 
P 1 
7 
1 
N. 
5 
4 
q 749 
1 * 
7 
41 
1 
4 4 
T1 
* 
5 
1 
4 
> 
1 
+. - 
F, 
i 
4 
4 
FO 
"> 
* 
1 


* 2 — * 
Rh, ES 
222 — 


„ 

climate of our's, I cannot divine. As 
for myſelf, I vow to G—d, I have not 
told ſo much as one fib, either circum- 
ſtantial or direct, all this good day, and 
yet I have four bliſters on my tongue's 
tip. It muſt be the climate; deuce take 
it, it muſt be, and ſhall be that, and 
nothing elſe Our beſt wiſhes kiſs 
. fair nd 80 writeth | 


Your affectionate friend, 


Br— 
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LETTER IV, 


E. 


Mr. B.. XR 70 Mifs M 


| March * 1776. 
Dean Maran, . 
1 AM u to read, mike my re- 

nowned heroine of denial's own 
hand too, that the has been able to ſum- 
mon a laugh, after paſſing the ordeal 
of the other day. Our friend, whom 
we eſteem full as much as you can do, 


has certainly had a ſlice of the apple of 


curioſity, and could I for a moment 
tranſplant the tree of paradiſe to a Ken- 


uſh foil, I ſhould have little doubts 
about the matter. The endleſs thirſt 
after gratifying curioſity, like cold water 


Lt 
adminiſtered in a high fever, may give 
a momentary allay, but is ſure to add 
fuel to the diſorder. To be — 5 
wretched in this world, in my mind, is 

to indulge a ceaſeleſs anxietude to know 
the affairs of others. I really do not 
know a more tormenting paſſion 3 3 nor 
can pity be better beſtowed than upon s 
fincere friend one loves and regards; 
labouring under ſuch an inffiction. You | | 
plainly fee an inſtance before us, where 
this itch is capable of breaking down 
the very boundaries of good ſenſe, re- 
gard, gratitude, with every ſocial and 
ſenſible affection — what pity that it 
ſhould do ſo! The beſt way J believe 
for us is to look upon it as a ſpeck in 
the ſun, which, though a flight imper- 
fection in our eye, leſſens not the in- 
trinſie value of the body that wears it. 
o Baniſh | 
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Baniſh from your breaſt every idea of 
the late diſtreſsful ſituation you was 


| thrown into, and in its room give us 


an idea, when you mean to let us enjoy 


: the ſocial hour of chat, by a welcome 


fire ſide blazing with the ſparks of lon g- 


ing deſire to ſee you, and to ſhare in a 


hearty laugh at all your late croſs queſ- 


tions. Let it be ſoon, we pray, and 
your compliance will literally make it 
croſs queſtions and commands. 
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Mr. BL R to Mr. S— 
| . 20, 1790p 

| Dean sin, 5 
TF ye are not all gone to Wie Made, 
WM L I fear, by receiving no tidings of 
any of you lately) I will call your at- 
tention for a moment, to inform you I 
have received ſo flagrant an inſtance of 
ingratitude from Mr. - 


„as obliges 
me to waſh my hands of that family in 
future; I have told him fo this very 
day by letter, and therefore, conſiſtent. 
with my friendſhip to your fireſide, 1 
now ſit down to tell you, that you muſt 
not be ſurpriſed it is now put out of 
98 5 my 
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3 
my power to pay thoſe attentions to my 
pretty muſe I had intended, ſuppoſing 


you hold your reſolves to let her pay her 
| viſit to that houſe. A copy of my let- 


ter, which I ſhall ſhortly ſend you, will 


unriddle the whole. I ſhould not ac- 
quit myſelf to my own inclinations, 


could I think I failed, in the ſmalleſt 
point, to deſerve that regard I believe 


vou and your's to pofſeſs for me; as 


ſuch, this openneſs in me is no more 
than, I ſhould think, the natural reſult 
of a ſincere communication. Conſider 
well, before you ſend her. If ſhe does 
come, how hurt ſhall I be to think that 
I cannot ſee her ! — Adieu, and be- 


lieve me really, not profeſſionally, 


Your's, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 


W. BL——= 10 Mr. . 


a 2 Avg. 05 * 
Dear FRIEND, 


J T returned from the W— anni, 5 


where I left them all together, ex- 
cept , who diſlocated his 


ſhoulder by a fall from his horſe the 


other evening. He was galloping 1 in a | 
lane againſt his brother C , when 
they rode againſt a cow, ſuddenly croſ- 


ſing the way, and there they were all 
ſprawling together, men as well as ani- 


mals. After remaining ſpeechleſs four 


hours, V 


| J—— revived, and is 


Vol. I. Cc ä 
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now on the road of recovery. C Wo 
ailed little, though he did not ſpeak for 


one hour. You naturally will aſk, 


where I was at this terrible moment ? I 


will tell you; I was in a partie guarree 


in Mrs. — coach, returning to 
5 W 


again, after dining with V 
„at whoſe houſe we had 8 
unuſually merry. Thank my ſtars, I 


was not horſed that day! Such acci- 
dents too often admit of ugly interpre- 
tations. The protection of the petti- 
coat, you ſee, ſaved me here: indeed, 
in all times and places I never knew a 


protection tO equal it. Miſs B — 


knowing all the parties, makes me give 


you this long detail. We have, at : 


laſt, got weather good enough to keep 


every reaſonable perſon in good humour, 
and happily ſkreened, as you are, from 
| | 180 


3 WW | 

too much of the influence of the dog 
ſtar, by the friendly interference of that 
ſtupendous ridge of mountains over- 


looking your delicious vale, teeming 
with luxurious liberality all around, 


your ſweet manſion appears in all the 


true air of an Italian villa. What an 


_ agreeable circumſtance to be ſequeſtered 


there, when compared with the fitua- 
tion of ſome honeſt Britons of our ac- 
quaintance juſt now in America; I ſin- 


cerely feel for them, and am certain 
you equally ſympathize with m 
Heaven put a ſpeedy end to the cala - 
mity, is the hearty wiſh of 


Your ever ſincere friend, 
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LETTER VII. 
Mr. BI. - 10 Mrs. B. 


5 Jan. 4, 1777. 
Mapan, ” 

you R agreeable letter did not fail 
to entertain as well as pleaſe me 


— 


exoeedingly; 1 ſay, exceedingly, be- 
cauſe it was wrote in a ſtyle far beyond 


chat of an epiſtolary vein. Vour con- 
jecture about the rebel may be fact, for 
any thing 1 know to the contrary, 
though I much doubt it ; for had ſhe 


been like yourſelf, I am confident ſhe 
would have had too much goodnature 
to keep me all this time in ſuſpenſe. 


5 „%%%ͤßD̊＋“ͥÜũ¹!¹I. 


ta] _ 


roſity in the amiables of your ſex, (you 
ſee, I make my exceptions) and in that 


moſt important of thefts, the ſtealing 
of hearts, I ſcarcely ever knew an in- 
ſtance of cruelty attending the crime : 


the reſult has generally been, either to 
reſtore it again unhurt, or ſend a better 


in exchange, I think this clearly proves 


my muſical thief to have been of the 
male kind. I am glad the —— was 
agreeable ; I was doubtful of its plea- 
ſing, as I know that taſte and fancy lay 
ſo decidedly in your ſex's province, I 


entreat you to return my beſt thanks to 


Mr. —— for his very friendly account, 
which I take the liberty to anſwer . 


through the medium of this, not having . 


preſent leiſure to anſwer it ſeparately. 


Tell him, he is fit for a court—he has 


C3 8 the 


L 22 ] 

the knack of flattery — I only wiſh I 
deſerved all he ſays; I ſhould be more 
vain to own it, than he to write it. 
With reſpe& to the all-charming fair 
one that he paints in ſuch glowing co- 


lours, I do not know whether I was 
not in luck to be fixty miles out of her 
atmoſphere — there is -no approaching 
comets without danger; and to have 
been ſcorched within the ſphere of her 
attractions would have quite undone 
me: beſides, my heart is already three 
parts of a cinder ; and aſk yourſelf only, 
what kind of figure a man muſt cut in 
a lady's eyes, under ſuch an unfortu- 
nate predicament ? But ſetting aſide her 
perſonal qualities (never to be ranked 
with thoſe of her mind) her harmony 
might have killed me outright, and 
then conſider what a loſs your Ladyſhip 
| | would 


1 as J 
would have had ?—No laugh, joke, or 
ſong of mine ! nor any thing by way 
of ſubſtitute for you to ſing better than 

my epitaph, ſet to muſie by Doctor 5 
A——, and accompanied by Mr. 
ee fiddle. And ſtill you do not 
tell me her name all this time; I think, 


however, I can outlive that ſhock, by : 


the extraordinary aids of my own felf- 
created philoſophy, till your kindneſs 
relieves my ſuſpenſe, when 1 cannot 
fail to revere a character of your de- 

| ſeribing, ſo characteriſtically clever, 
though [I have no perſonal acquaintance 
with the lady Do me the favour of 
being remembered, with all reſpect, to 
our ſocial friends, who admire the hours 


of harmony as much as either your 
oY Lady ſhip, or your humble 


C4 LE T- 
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LETTER VII 


Mi. B— to Mr, — 


| June 3, 1777. 

: DEAR Si, | 1 

AM doubly unfortunate. I had not 
the pleaſure to ſee you, and your 
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agreeable rib, when at this place, and 
it will be out of my power to viſit 8—, 
as I wiſhed. My curiofity is not a little 

excited, belieye me; and however much 


mortified at my preſent diſappointment, 
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I will take a future opportunity. AG 


receives me on Sunday, and D—— the 


: __ 
— es 


night following, where I muſt abide 


three or four days amongſt the ſons of 
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Comus, in ſpite of the many claims 
upon me more ſouthward, Aſſure Mrs, 


W— that I wiſh for nothing ſo ar- 
dently as to ſee her, after what her 


writings have already proclaimed her. 

How I regret that ſociety poſſeſſes fo 

few her equals ! Live long, and hap- 

pily, is my firſt wiſh to you both !— 
Adieu, ; 
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Dran C—, 5 
1 ARRIVED this identical evening 

by owl light; inquired for your 
worſhip, and being told you had not 


returned, ventured, nevertheleſs, to take 


Dec. 11, 1777. 


my quarters without one grain of cere- 
mony, or fear. I know now, that you 

will be very full of concern, &c. that 
you was not ready to receive me. It is 


true, it would have given me infinite 


pleaſure to have met you in your own 
manſion, but I beg of you not to he 
uneaſy, 


1 * 1 


uneaſy, that I was all alone by my⸗ 
ſelf.” No, Sir, I was very amply and 
fully employed; videlicet, I drank my 
tea, eat toaſt, . took ſeveral turns. about 
Four parlour, fat down by the fire, 
ſtirred it ſeveral times, (always looked 
| ſerious at thoſe times) then read ſeve- 
ral pages of a moſt entertaining account 
(or rather hiſtory) of M——; was 
much pleaſed with what I read, and I 
hope a little edified into the bargain : 
I then ſhut the book, walked about the 
room again, hummed an air of my 
own, half a dozen times over at leaſt — 


All theſe matters took up much time. 


| My ſupper came in, I had to carve it, 


(employment again, you ſee) then I had 


to eat it; I am this moment drinking 
a votre ants 1 in a bumper ; the bumper 
off, I am going to ſtir the fire again; 
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(no compliment to your coals by the 
bye.) Now, let me aſk you, if I have 


not clearly demonſtrated, that I wanted 
neither employment nor variety, ſince 
I fet foot in C—— houſe ? As it chan- 
ced that I was not to be made happy 
with your company this night, I had 
all that I could reaſonably wiſh for. 1 


had great civility and hoſpitality ſhewn 
me in your abſence, which, here, I 


ſhould moſt certainly thank you fo r, 
did I not think the formality of it would 


offend you, Be it known then, that I 


ſhall be reſponſible at and in the neigh- 
bourhood of N—— for the ſpace of 

one fortnight ; in the courſe of that pe- 
riod I hope I may be fortunate enough 


to kiſs your hand, and to aſſure you in 


perſon how much I am your's. 
+ IS 


[ 29 |] 
P. S. Let me not forget, in my ca- 
- talogue of amuſement, to add, I robb'd 

your lavender bottle of part of its con- 

tents. There was ſo little of it taken 
though, that if you do your very worſt, 
A defy you to make more of it than 
petty larceny. = 
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M. Br. R 10 Miſe —. 


Feb 12, 1778. 

DAR Mavan, 
MY poetry and my pleaſures all for- 

ſook me when J left honeſt A—, 
ſo that you muſt expect nothing from 
me now, but a dull account, in hum- 
ble proſe, of my commiſſions for you; 
and firſt, I beg permiſſion to preſent 
your ladyſhip with a pair of boots— 
Was I to preſent them in an elegant 
ſtyle, I ſhould fay, I beg leave to lay 
them at your feet; indeed, I with I 
was near enough to ſee them on; but, 


| 1 
alas 1 


1 
alas! two- and- forty miles is not my next 
door neighbour ; therefore I muſt ſtretch 
my fancy upon the occaſion. I expect 
to hear that you, ſhortly, will encoun- 
ter the noble hill of R- 
day; walk all the lanes around your 
| houſe; trip it through Mrs. M—'s paſ- 


on a dirty 


tures; get over ancle in water and mud 
alternately look big afterwards, and 
bid defiance to all bad weather (for that 
is really the uſe of all walking boots ) 
With regard to your ſtocking and ſhoe, 
they muſt remain with me till I have 
the pleaſure to preſent them in perſon, 
(if ever) for the following good rea- 
ſons : che firſt I find a charm for a ſore 
throat I got at N—— laſt week, which 
has three quarters killed me; as to the 
latter, was I without it, I muſt die of 


alas: thirlt ; for, between my man 


. — 
© \ 
6 P : 


107 
C-— and a fad dog of a cat, not a 


ſingle glaſs is left me to drink out of. 


Thus you ſee the great equity of my 
detaining both, more * 


<« Pleasd with whate'er belongs to you, 
« Be it a ſtocking or a ſhoe,” 


As for my poor fiddles, they would 
| ſend their compliments, could they 


ſpeak, but the influenza of dullneſs 
having ſeized them ever fince . they 
{ſpoke before you there is as complete 
a ſympathetic ſtupidity between fiddles 
and fidler, as you would ever wiſh or 
defire. We all three moſt humbly hope 
and pray for your pity however ; that 
we ſtand in need of, and more. Is your 
harpſichord arrived yet? I ſhall expect 


a a copious deſcription of it, with all its 


excel- 


1 33 ] 

| excellencies. As to B—'s travels, all 
Iwill fay of them is, I with you to 
read thera with much attention.  C—s 
ſermons will be a feaſt upon a rainy 
Sunday, and make you the leſs regret 
the abſence of a lecture from Dr. H—;, 
when you are not diſpoſed to viſit your 
pew. They will not only give you all 
that exalted ſatisfaction your own well - 
regulated mind would wiſh to ſuggeſt 
to you, but confirm you in it by ſen- 
ſible truths told you by a moſt ſenſible 
divine. But I forget I am preaching 
all this while, and I cannot afford it, N 
without a good fat living.---Adieu, and 
accept my good wiſhes ten thouſand 
times multiplied. WK 
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Mr. BLo——R 70 W——— 5p, Eſq. 


April 10, 1778. 
Dran SIR, EE 
\ RE you dead? if you are, be ſo 
good as fay ſo by return of poſt, 

If you are alive, there's a ſufficient apo- 
logy for your not being able to write. 
Whether I am alive or dead makes no 
difference, as this place is ever barren 
of intelligence, and therefore I truſt you 
know the reaſon, whenever I omit to 
write. Has the late inverted ſyſtem of 
politics palſied your right hand, or de- 
ſtroyed your nerves? What illiterate, 
unſcrib- 


„ „„ 
unſeribbling genius has laid an embargo 
on your pen? For Heaven's fake tell 


me, either by yourſelf or proxy, that 
1 may inſtantly diſpoſſeſs you of fo un- 
ſociable, ſo un-political a demon, in 
this age and land of fighting and ſquab- 
bling, both on this fide and the other 
| fide of the Atlantic, when there is fo 
much preparing, embodying, march- 
ing and counter-marching ; in ſhort, 
when there is ſo much to do about no- 
thing every where — all, all fine ſub- 
jects, and copious enough in conſcience 
for the pen of ſo fertile an imagination 
as your worſhip's. However, if you 
have but leiſure enough juſt to ſay that 
you exiſt, it will give a ſincere pleaſure 
to your as ſincere friend, &c. 
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LETTER It 


Mr. BI. R 40 —— S——, Eſq. 
June 4, 1778. 


Y friend will receive, incloſed, 


what he writes for. Iam glad 
Miſs S—— is fo well. The ſmalleſt 
comment I can make upon her is, that 
T ſhould be glad to ſee her companion, 
Mademoiſelle C——, as near a copy of 
her as poſſible. Good ſenſe will readily 
point out the imitation of the Graces, 


and though virtue and goodneſs of heart 
lay a moſt admirable foundation, there 
{till is wanting ſome of thoſe capti- 
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VV 
vating decorations, that never fail to 
give a finiſhing hand to the contour. 
The : difference in the two parties Ido 
not confine to perſon only, there are, 
befides, certain genteel delicacies in 
Miſs S—— equally worthy' of imita- 
tion. — The varieties of this place, | you 
_ me, were agreeable to her. I am» 
glad they were ſo. Examples in public 
were, certainly, good opportunities to 
form her own ſyſtem by; and the fami- 
ly ſhe was amongſt would do their parts 
within doors: your fears about her, my 
friend, believe me, are totally unneceſ- 
fary. She applies to improvement duly 
and daily, and her pleaſures abroad 
make the agreeable ſauce to her ſtudies 
| at home. The - will certainly _ 
convicted, and glad I am, (for the ho- 
nour of this country) to ſee the law hi 

923 not : 


we 

not infracted in ſo material an inſtance 

by the dazzling influence of wealth and 

honours. So infamous a ſcene is not 

| often met with in hiſtory, and ſuch 4 

; robbery of a family can only be exceed- 
ed by a Cleopatra or a Meſſalina, who 

had a ſtock of modeſty ſufficient for 

the plundering whole empires. Adieu. 


Your's always, 


BI. R. 
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M.. BI.—— to Miſs Mx. 


Nov. 6, 1778. 
Do Mapa, 
1 N Eee amiable diſplay of the ſcene 
ſurrounding your dying old friend 

Jans compliment ) would have made a 
much higher fiſhed ſubje& for the 
chapel at K——, than the piece of 
dawbing now there, in which, by the 
bye, I think I could point out a tole- 
frable number of defects. Would to 
Heaven we had ſurpriſed you on the 

terrace! How muſt you have ſtared and 

1 and pauſed and ſtared ! The 
D 4 number 
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number of admirers, my friend, were 


not at the gown—had there been no 


ſuperior attractions, I hold up the hand 
of defiance to all gowns on earth.— 


There are more. Judges of nature than of 


art, and truſt me, that amongſt my ſex, 
we can judge with preciſion upon the 
merits and attractions of an agreeable 


female, when we betray a total 1gno- 


rance of the perfections of a painting 


by the hands of 4 Holben, A Reubens, 
or a Vandyke. Your good old friend 


giving his blefling to yourſelf and his 
family ; what a delightful picture ! It 
would have been taken for a Jacob and 
his children. I know of nothing that 
would have made the ſtory doubtful, 
but a certain archneſs beaming through 
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you obſerve, ſhall curioſity continue to 
canker the happineſs that our comforts 
bring along with them? But ſuch is 
the curſe of ſenſe that brings ſuch taxes 
along with them, as ought, in con- 
ſcience, to pay off the national debt in 
five years, for our mental ſufferings in 
hat courſe of time dearly earn all their 
rewards. If we will be unhappy, we 
muſt be unhappy; ; in other words, if 
reaſon mean nothing, then the product 
will be no more. We had an agree- 
able day yeſterday, rendered ſo by good 
ſpirits on all ſides of the room. You 
was much wiſhed for, to add your 
ſhare of ſprightlineſs to the meſs. We 
- quadrilled it, till ſome of us, 1 believe, 
were heartily tired: learn it by all 
means, if only for the gratification I 
| ſhould have in leaning over your chair 


to 


[ « J 
to ſee you revoke, loſe a ſans — 
vole, &c. &c. How charitable that 
with! Let us ſee you ſoon. If you 
wiſh to laugh, you will come; if not, 
pray ſtay where you are, for my nerves 
are too weak at preſent to bear up 


n gra, um of your's. 


5 | Adieu, 


. 


LETTER XIV. 


Mr. B. to A—— $—, E. 


5 March 10, 1779 
M V dear friend's favour of the Sth: 
inſtant gave me the higheſt plea- 
fure. Sorry, though, that I cannot ſay 
with truth, I am well enough now to 
anſwer it in the manner it deſerves, and 
I with. After all, I have wrote to my 
fair friend in the boots, to which I refer 
you. I do not know whether you will 

not think me excuſable in my brevity 
here; indeed, I find a ſtrong propenſity 
to be very lazy, and ſhould like to have 
your fireſide fave me the trouble of 
- | faying 


ſaying any thing but ſimple yes or no, 


to all their lively chit -chat, for at leaſt 
the whole evening; when that is the 
caſe, be aſſured it muſt be vety la, la, 


with me. From a vile cold I am ſlunk 


into all the languor imaginable, and be- 


come Chaſtity's very near relation, be- 
| heve me, more eſpecially ſince I am | 
out of your Lordſhip's ſeducing com- 
pany. I am as timorous as a maid, and 
full as harmleſs ; and I do not know 
whether three ſyllables of an entendre, 
though but whiſpered, might not create 
a bluſh — mercy. on us! what a terrible 
taking to be in! you will ſay.— —The 
affair T went upon laſt week was finiſhed 
to the mutual happineſs of parent and 
ſon, and my interference, I hope, crown- 
ed the future welfare of the young man. 
Such 52 give a heart - ſelt 
8 


[ 45 ] . 
But I muſt quit my pen 


pleaſure. 
for a moment, to hold converſe with 
two originals, + much of a muchneſs,” 
with Parſon G and his clerk 
— I really thought it them 
at firſt, and as fully expected they were 


Tommy — 


come to inform me, that from the ex- 
pertneſs of their recent practice in juſ- 
ticeſhip, they had got ſouſe into the 


Crovun office. Now they are gone. 
Their ſtory was long and intricate in 
=” prelude, ſo deſired them to commit 
it to paper, and brin 8 it for examination 


to-morrow morning. 


— So ſoon as I 
have finiſhed this dedication” to you, am 
I to be entertained with a ſprightly ge- 
nius, who is to let me do juſt.as I pleaſe. 

I with you made the trio; I then be- 
lieve I ſhould bring out a word or two 
upon table. — 


Adieu Accept every 
wiſh 


= 


of the country petty-fogger ———1 am my 


to her by the ſame packet, that would 
' friend's moſt ſincere, &c. 


be rank tautology, and ſmell too ſtrong 


— 
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à one to my muſe; becauſe as I write 
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LETTER xv. 


W. BI — to Mrs. E 
| Aug. 20, 1779. 
DAR Mapa, : 


JN what terms ſhall I expreſs my 
gratitude for all your feelings of 
anxietude and regard towards Mrs. 
Bl—r ? The cold tribute of thanks is ſo 
faint a return, and fo very ſhort of my 
wiſhes, that I believe my beſt eloquence 
on the occaſion will be filence. As you 
flatter us with the pleaſing expectation 
of your company ſo ſoon, I will venture 
to anticipate a pleaſure you have fo long 
| wiſhed for, that of ſeeing our little boy 
Ka upon 
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upon canvas. The picture is, at laſt, 
finiſhed, and does no ſmall honour to 
the taſte and execution of the artiſt, — 
The extreme abt ſo happily thrown 
into the child's countenance, added to 
his natural comelineſs, gives him the 
air of ſomethin g ſo much above mor- 
tal, that I don't know whether I may 
not be juſtified in pronouncing him a 
cherubim. After this florid deſcription 


of him I muſt let you into a profound 
| ſecret, by telling you that Mrs. Bl—r 


and your humble compoſe a part of the 
groupe. I ſhall make no further com- 
ment upon that part of the picture than 
juſt to ſay, that Mrs. Bl—r ſpeaks, 


as well as looks. As to what I may do, 
is totally immaterial. Come, my dear 
Madam, and fee it with all its merits 


and demerits, for I know your unbi- 


aſſed 


L 49 ] 
afled judgement too well to heſitate upon 
renouncing any opinion of my own. 
To induce you to come ſoon, we will 
give you the meeting half way. Adieu, 
. accept every affectionate wiſh of 

in the number n ſincere 
Ht. 
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| Jan. 4, 1780, 
__ Paſt midnight, with my pate full of wine, 


— th ror 


Dean Mapa, 
"HOUGH I am only juſt parted 
from you, and in a condition to 

be ſure, in your ideas, very unfit for 
any thing, or any place but bed, yet 
the whim of the hour, or call it what 
you pleaſe, ſeizes me, I muſt therefore 
write; if I did not, I ſhould think, 
- and then, as Pope ſaid heretofore, for 
my. foul I ſhould not ſleep a wink.” 
At ſuch an hour, in . a ſituation, : 


and 


IST 

and ſuch a ſtate of mind too, I think I 
cannot do better than give you my 
thoughts as they ariſe, unfaſhioned, 
untutored, and of courſe un guarded; ſo 
Have at you: ſuppoſe them to be, if 
you will, upon drunkenneſs, and my 
ſubject that figurative text of, . And 
he reeled to and fro, and ſtaggered 
like a drunken man.“ Was I a cler- 
gyman of any church, (I care not a 
ſtraw of what in particular, for this 

purpoſe) I do not know a text in the 
whole book of facred writ fo ſuited to 
compoſe a ſermon upon with ſo little 
expence of thought or ſtudy. A copious 
deſcant, as it were, naturally ariſes out 
of it. So much room for deſeribing 
the folly (and, indeed, fin) attending 
drunkenneſs, particularly if accompa- 
nied with acts to render it finful, is a 
CCTV 
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Held Jarge enough for a moderate. mind- 


ed country prieſt to loſe himſelf in. 
To me, who mean to take up the cud» 


gel as a layman, the ſubject may be 
greatly defended, and the words in a 
good meaſure explained away, by read- 
ing them with a various comment ; a8 


for example To reel, what is that but 
to be induſtrious? witneſs the daily 


proofs at Halifax, and a large neigh- 


bourhood ſurrounding it, where almoſt 


every man of the loweſt claſs (and 


woman too) are reeling from morn to 
night. Their reeling is in the very 


height of buſineſs, of courſe they muſt 


be ſober—To ſtagger is not always to 


be interpreted to do ſo from the effects 
of drinking, for i it is well known, that 
to ſtagger is to ſtare, to be aſtoniſhed, L 


_ ſurpriſed, * &c. and accordingly, in 


common 


Lt 33 1] 
common expreſſion, nothing is more 
applicable than to wh My refolu- 
tion was ſtaggered ;”—* I e 
again when I heard 40 report“ My 

ſurpriſe was ſo great at firſt, that a fly 

: might have knocked me down, I ſtag- 
gered ſo . The joy and the ſudden- 


neſs of it was ſo much, I was ſcarcely _ 


myſelf, and ſtaggered juſt as if I had 
been drunk 
fions be well known facts, and I appeal 
to common ſenſe if they are not, 1 
think it may very fairly be deduced} _ 
that the ſobereſt man, and moſt abſte- 
mious woman, may both reel and ſtag- 
ger after drinking nothing ſtronger than 
mere water. After ſaying this, it plainly' 
appears to be a commendable quality te 
reel. and ſtagger, as thoſe wow? do it 


E's the 


Now, if theſe expreſ- 


Ek 

the Ys are clearly proved, in - the 
above ſtating, to be a part of the moſt 
induſtrious, as well as uſeful beings or 
; agents upon the globe. And now, Ma- 
dam, I have finiſhed my extempore 
thoughts upon a ſubject, that I well 
know is fo important, though diſguſt- 
ful, in your chaſte, ſober ſight, and 
though, perhaps, I may have ſucceeded 
better in this vindication, than either 
you with or I deſire, believe me, it will 
be no encouragement of your humble 
ſervant to exhibit himſelf to you again 
in the ſtyle and character he ſhewed off 
in a few hours ago, as I believe your 
friendſhip for me, beſides _ other conſi- 
derations, would make it painful to you. 


Such goodneſs of heart and humanity 


of feelings as your's, would therefore 


increaſe 


E 
increaſe the crime, as well as cruelty, 
tenfold, was it ever to be n by 
* e „ 


Very . friend, &c. 


„ | 
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LETTER XVI. 


MW. Bi=—x 70 Mis M —xE. 7 


June 10, 1780. 
Dx an Mapa, . 
T H E effuſions of Song or, in other 
words, that burſt of the ſoul which 
pants with ſympathetic oppreſſion to tell 
all it wiſhes to do, that can tend either 
to the profit or entertainment of fuch a 
ſenſible friend as yourſelf, prompts me 
at this moment to comply with your | 
deſire of pelting you with a new edition 
of my nonſenſe. To effect the firſt, 
would be the greateſt gratification 5 
could . } but for the latter, I have 


long 


. t 7 1 


long ſince ſung a requiem to my poot 
manuſcripts: however, blame yourſelf, 


dear Madam, for your raſhneſs, and all 


its woeful train of conſequences atten- 
dant. ' You do not conſider the diſtreſs 


you put me under to conceive, contrive, 
frame, or model a ſubject fit to become 
a proper offering at the ſhrine of your 
extreme ſenſibility and judgement — 
what therefore am I to.do? My feelings 


too convincingly tell me, that, reptile 


like, I muſt creep where you would 
ſoar, and by way of proving the fact of 
a communication between ſpirits celeſ- 


tial and mere earthly mortals, I will 


aim at making the two intelligible to 
each other—in earthly language, then, 
I tell you, that your friendly converſe : 


with Mrs. Bl—r, the other evenin g 
cheered, nay, delighted her, as it al- 
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ways does; the knowing that, cheered 
and delighted me; for be it known, 
ſweet Madam, there is no joy, no grief, 
no any thing poſſible to diſmay, enliven, 
gratify, or rejoice the one, that the other 
does not partake of its poignancy equal- 

1. — But now for a ſhort hiſtory of 

myſelf ſince we had laſt the pleaſure to ; 
ſee you. I confeſs to you, my good 
confefloreſs, that I have felt leſs anxie- 


ty, thought leſs, reaſoned. more, and - 
vanquiſhed enemies, till 1 have almoſt 
turned them into friends : in ſhort, af- 


ter a long beginning, I have done ſome 
good, on this good day, and am happy 

_ to aſſure you, that my interference has 
been the active inſtrument in  faving 
3 character on one ſide, and fretful anxie- 
ty, with its accompanyments, on the i 
other, and I hope ſuch a mediation has 
eſta- 


fat 
eſtabliſhed a laſting peace between the 


par ties. 


over this copious detail of dulneſs ; but 
as you was ſo very peremptory, I was 


reſolved to be as much ſo, therefore ac- 


cept my beſt wiſhes for your relief, by 
deſiring you will not forget to give us 
your uſual agreeable olio ſoon. Mrs. 
Bl--r fits by me while I am ſeribbling; 


and the deuce take me if I can tell you 
which of us eſteem you moſt, we both 
ſo heartily unite in wiſhing every bleſ 
My birds are ſo 


ſing to attend you. 
unuſually cheerful at chis moment, that 
I can almoſt fancy they are applauding 
my preſent dedication to you, by a ſpi- 


rit of intuition ; and who can argue 


againſt ſuch A ſuppoſition ? — Charm- 


ing ; Pope faid enough to build ſuch 8 
| con- 


Now do I ſee you yawn 
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: ee Who ſees with equal eye, as God of all, 
« A hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall. 


Adieu, for this time. 


Br— 


* 
I; . 
x > 
. * 
, 
4 


4 2 1 
; 1 , , 5 4 ' 
< - ” * 1 x . / N 0 " . % 
d F » - "ZE : N . 7 27 i # 4 
5 : 4 1 - 
3 8 * £ . , 4 a . 
k f * 
* o - 
7 — * * — 
. * * \ * * x . =_ 5% 4 
o 1 * - 4 0 4 - , I 7 * * 4 pF 
1 4 & F N 6 2 1 : 1 
* 


Mr. B- 


n DN et 8 1 9 205 ä n N 2 S — — 8 put. re Re Lox wn my EY 
2 oY GE 2 os 8 pa 1 8 N 2 — * Ky > 0 r SEE 2 — F ˙ U A RN AR 
rng 8 ey I I ce Seto LT 2 x ans * = + . i Ty aero Re CE COTE « 


R 10 A—— S——, E. 


5 
8 

by. 
775 
2342 
7 
1 
1 75 


June 30, 1780, 


ks 
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Dran SIR, 


* ou my Sind * me i 
has been unwell, I yet hope, from 
the jocularity of his own peculiar ſtyle 
of writing, that little more than the 
ſurface was affected. I am not pleaſed 
with you, by the bye, for your hurry 
to ſend the money: I muſt now be 
obliged to take it as a denial of all future 
admiſſions to D——:r houſe, for i it was : 
there I meant to receive it. What I 
' wanted fo much was the planting re- 
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ceipt, 
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ceipt, to oblige Mr. W—— with; for 
though he could not uſe it this year, I 
yet choſe to ſend it to him, to ſhew I 
did not forget him. If T have a merit, 


(low be it ſpoken) it lays 1 in a nervous 


anxietude to reduce promiſes to acts. 

Thus you ſee I do not live within the 
| ſinell of a court, and thank Jupiter for 
! though if I did, I will flatter my- 
_ I could defy its taint but before 1 
add another word, I muſt here inform. 
you of what you overpaid me. The 
tumbling, equeſtrian brothers are both 
very well recovered again; and, as they 
faved their necks this time, 1 believe 
they are truly ſenſible that prudence, 
if not politeneſs, will ever dictate a ne- 
ceſſity for giving 1 the road, in future, to 
every jack- aſs, cow, calf, goat, or other 
animal with four legs, that may chance 


to 


ound at my journeys end, to the be- 


| 1 1 
to come dcrofh them hereafter- 1 ger 
as many tumbles as moft beings, but 
never your miſchievous ones, like your 
men that fly from the tops of hills and 
churches, &c. I always arrive fate and 


nefit of my bones. Vu very kindly 
aſk me to ſee. you this fummer, and 
— together; 1 
ſhould like it much; and to pat the 
agreeable door of dear 8 again, 
would be an acquiſition to- my natu- 
ral ſtock of pleaſin g ideas at this mo- 
ment: but what to ſay to that, at 
preſent, « puzzles the will.“ View | 


ſo to trip it to 


my preſent ſituation ; Lam promiſed to 
ſeveral, and worſe than moſt bankrupts, 

who generally pay ſomething, my divi- > 
dend will turn out nothing—Macheath 


between his two doxies, was not more 


2 


AS] 
perplexed. - Dear . Counſel, learned in 
law, tell me what I muſt do in the mat- 

ter? elſe I muſt have recourſe to a 
dumb female Sybil, now in this place, 
to decide for me at laſt. Still, perhaps, 
we may, ſomehow or other, contrive to 
meet, and laugh over a detail of ſome | 
late adventures, more variegated than 
the moſt chequered Mofaic pavement 
5 your honour ever trod or f| peculated 
upon, ſince you converſed with your 
horn book. _—I really now feriouſly 
begin to think myſelf a piece of an odd 
chap, and, but that you won't flatter 
me, I could fancy I heard you faying, 
you thought me ſo long ago — neyer | 
mind ; it is too late to mend now, and, 
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of courſe, I muſt expect to grow worſe: 
there is modeſty for you, my dear Sir ! 
—1 had a letter from a friend lately, 
inform- . 
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1 FR J 


informing me of the very pttcarious 
un perſon j whenever the 
event happens, 1 ſhall be thankful. 7 


ſtate of a cert 


would not haſten it if I could, and 1 
will not be the hypocrite, to deny that 
it will give me mich pleaſure, though 


if leſs le n my friends, for 1 


| | xecortie a little itts 
AN 148" 1 can, and invent ſelterrtes 


of loch amuſerdene, that each Hour 
all ſtand upon the tip- toe of agreeable 


xpeRtation for its fellow 3 and the great 


whole of our time be ſwallowed up in 


mutual exchang ges of benevolence, and 


its train of endearing delights, and ſo 
- ſlide ſmoothly down the hill of pleaſure 
into the vale of peace. —— This, my 
friend, is the mighty ſum of my philo 


ſophy, I promiſe you; and as I preach 
now, intend to practiſe by and by— but 
Vol. I. 5 5 bold; 
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hold; whilſt I am travelling to this 
fame vale, I forget you muſt be wiſhing 
me at the d- -I, for this long treſpaſs 
upon you. Excuſe it, I pray you, this 
one time, and I will do it no more; 
only be you as merciful as you are 
ſtout, —— My muſe will be quite a 
hm at home. I am exceedingly 
glad ſhe is well, She deſerves every. 
thing this world can give her. Don't 
now forget me to her, when you next 
write, I beg and beſeech you. Mrs. 
S— is always in my creed, and you are 
invaluable to your 79 


Very ſincere friend, 


B. — . 
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LETTER XIX 
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Mr. BL——= to J— . 


Sept. 2, 1780. : 


DEA SIR, 


1 intelligence of your acquiſi- 


tion of a ſon, I beg to congratu- 
late you and Mrs. M —— upon. Long 
may he live to comfort ye both ! I 


claim my promiſe of being either a god- 


father or a godmother, or ſomething, 


and beg the favour of you to diſpoſe of 


the incloſed to and amongſt nurſes, &c._ 


as to your royal will and pleaſure ſhall 


ſeem moſt meet. Aſſure yourſelf, I 


„ ſhould 
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| hould have had nies fati sfaction in 
being preſent at the making the young 
Chriſtian; but, alas! my wiſhes muſt 
give way to great powers at a diſtance, 
where I ſhall be drawn, though not 
quartered, at that very time. I pleaſe 
myſelf, howeyer, with future hopes of 

enj oying ſome of that gravity and ſedate- : 
neſs you boaſt of ſo much in your an- 
cient manſion, and more particularly 
after that moſt religious ſpecimen you 
gave of Franciſean piety in P— C—'$ 
monaſtery a few months ago. Do pre- 
ent my beſt wiſhes to the lady in the 


ſtraw. You fay, you will venture to 
trouble me with another epiſtle ſhortly ; 
take courage, TI befeech you, and do ſo, 
if you wifh to oblige me; and if the 
Goſpel comes along g with it, I ſhall not 
reject it, but che collect I dare not 
meddle 
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ſame 


R, Eg. 


Sept. 1 5, 1780, 
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that is to ſay, the day after my 


OUR letter of the 26th March 
cau ght my hand (mind you now, 


Y 


ral 


time, 
arriva 


Dear M 
Oh Lord ! but no more of that for the 


that is the preſent etiquette) in due 
: preſent, leſt thoughts riſe on thoughts, 
and drive all buſineſs to Lucifer ; fo 
Jehu like, I whip on to your honour 


do acquaint you, that in the very ſelf- 
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ſolidations will meet you. They are, 


literally ſpeaking, conſols, and meant 
to be bound together, as my bookſeller 


informs me, who ſays, he does not be- 


| lieve the author ever means to write 


more on that ſubject; if ſo, you may 


venture to call theſe his omnium. You 


muſt underſtand, I am become very 


learned of late in the language of Sols 
and Ums, having been much amongſt 
that tribe of very reſpectable, worthy 
gentry, vulgarly ſtyled Jews, from 
whom 1 have reaped much benefit, 
contrary to the general uſage in tranſ⸗ 
actions between their bearded reverences 
and us clean-ſhaved hereticks. Indeed 
I had the compliment of the cighth 


day's ceremony offered me, which 1 


F 4 declined 
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declined. in the politeſt terms I was 
able, affigning the true reaſon, that of 
my being a Capuchin friar, and of 
courſe bound down alway's to. wear the 
hood of the order; fo with a ſcrape, 
(without ever a fiddleſtick) from Joſe- 
phus to Thomas, and back again, we 
each retired right about. And now to 
the promiſe you charge me with. 
Tis true enough, and I plead guilty to 
your inditment 1 in part, though I mean 

to traverſe it as to the reſt. And firſt, 
let me aſk you, R M—, why 
you did not let T— Bl——- know, 
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that you could play 1 the minore of Gi- 
ardini- s Aft movement of his fixth trio 
obligato i in B flat moſt rapidly, tune - 
ably, and tumeadly : ? It was then that * 
was to receive my ſummons, and not 
ſooner. Secondly, (as I am in hopes 
Hu = vou 


t 


L 73 J 


you have not yet conquered that ſame 
minore, for a reaſon, perhaps, not quite 


to my own credit to mention here) 1 


boldly. aſk you, what your noble pre- 
tenſions were founded upon to aſk me 


to R—— (incapable as I now find you) 
unleſs it was to turn me into a Tom 


Fiddle ? In ſhort, I intend coming to 
feize, plunder, burn, and deſtroy every 


thing that is not worthy of preſerva- 


tion, (as well within liberties as with- 


out, in that moſt capital Non onuttas 


law phraſe) and in | goſpel language, | 


at an hour when no man knoweth,” 
fo I hope, after ſuch fair warning, you 
wall never ſleep without gun, ſpado, 
aud piſtol, ready to meet ſuch a bur- 
glarious chap as your friend. Write to 


me ſhortly, and if you can compoſe 


yourſelf for the occaſion, ſend me as 


much 
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much rattle, as you know I like, and 


ing 
d ink. 


time, paper, pen, an 


you can poſſibly ſpare, without wal 


too much 
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Your's, very fincerely and truly, 


LETTER XXL 


/ 


Mr. BL——x to Miſs Mx. 
Nov. 6, 1780. 
Dzar Manan, 


7 now, after all my daſhing, I 


muſt ſcold you, for giving us ſuch 
a faint ſpecimen of yourſelf laſt Sun- 
day: it was literally a tranſient beam 


of ſunſhine informing us of the rain to 
come, for nothing elſe has faluted us 


ever ſince. Do, therefore, prevent a ſe- 
cond deluge, and come with your olive 
branch to proclaim dry weather, and 
- fave a remnant of us, elſe my faint 


and 
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and perſons, Your: relation is a great 


favourite with Mrs. Bl—r, As to what 
I think of her, I ſhall tell nobody but 
herſelf —The two brats are fully em- 
ployed juſt now; the eldeſt in miſchief, 


the younger up to the chin in rice milk,. 


My faint is drinking your health, and 
I am concluding myſelf very affectio- 


nately your friend ; are we not there- 


fore a partie quarrte fully employed ? = 


if you think not, tell me fo hs return 
5 of poſt. 


Thi 8 from Sir John Doty's friend, 


BL—_— 1. 
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I am at this moment intrenched behind . 
a breaſt-work of a friend's papers of 


conſequence, in as rude a ſtate as chaos 
comfortable enough you muſt think 
my preſent ſituation. Had I met the 
letter at K—, that I found on my 
return to this place, I had ſaved a moſt 
uncomfortable ride, and might have 
enjoyed rural felicity at A—— for ſome 


- days—but why name that place here, 


as it ſerves but to remind me of plea- 


ſures loſt, and increaſe my misfortune 


by reflection? To ruminate on the live- | 


ly ſcene juſt paſt, and to feel myſelf a 


complete ſolitaire, as I do at this inſtant, 
is to view myſelf another Adam kicked 
out of Paradiſe ; nay, I am twice as ll 
off as Squire Adam the firſt ever was; 


he had his companion, his comforter, 


his ſoother, his tender Eve, to ſhare his 
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misfortunes with him: but I, poor I! 
have nothing ſave what a harſk diſh of 
indigeſtible philoſophy, ill cooked, and 
worſe ſerved up, will give me. Sad 
fare, this; and harder caſe, when it is 
my fate not only to bear but ſuffer !— 
Common charity, methinks, entitles me 
to the prayers of all under the ſame roof 
with you; and to be flattered with thoſe 
of the Three Graces amongſt them, 

would render me light as cork, and 
happy as any real faint ever found him- 
felf—(though I don't either wiſh or de- 
fire the prayers of Mifs B-—, for an 
old maid's piety, they fay, is never re- 
If you ſhould 
increaſe your ſtay where you are, ſend 


| giſtered in heaven.) 1 


me ſome lines of comfort to this dull, 
melancholy town, where every thing 

wears the face of ſhipwreck more than 
„ 


T8] 

ever. Tell the Graces I have not "wy 
got the rattles, te-totums, &e. all which 
| ſhall ſhortly be preſented in proper 
form ; but how they will ever be able 
to recompenſe properly ſuch an obliga- 
tion; is a matter of importance only 


equal to themſelves. And now I en- 


treat you to make the Lord of your 
: preſent. manſion (with the reſt of that - 
agreeable fireſide) ſenſible of my beſt | 
wiſhes for, to, and about them. You 
ek know how ſincerely, Dr. * L 
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'Your's, | 


| BL——x; 
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LET TEA XXL 
Mr. BI. % W—— A—, *. 


an. 10, 1781, 


; Prafent you with: a new-year's gift 
in your own way, though I with I 
N it have reverſed the, ſubject, not- 
withſtanding it is well executed in the 
line it ſtands. Poor Johny Bull 4 
Led to the ſtake by --- and with 
on thy back l Stuck and beat in the rear 
by — and —! Tortured by a proud Spa- 


niard and a frippery Monſieur in front; 
laughed at by a certain perſon that ſhall 
be nameleſ s; and a fruitleſs memorial 
be- watered by a Mynheer Alack, and 
 alas- 


t 53 1 
| 148245 hy 1 — What lay you to us Hes 
foes of this tity and ee 


anathemas ? I much fear ye dare not. 
So far you will have the advantage of 
us in the day of plunder; for you will 
come in for your ſhare with the church, 
if it ſhould not be checked by ſuch ve- 
terans as your rumble; begirt with Buff 
belts and able ger My late ſuc 

= againft Major —=, and the 2 
* - (fot whom 1 moſt reſpe&fully 
— ſcarlet) affect mie ſo grievoufly 
at this preſent itidicting, kliat J car add 


tio mote than my beſt cottiplirienits to 


Mrs. and Miſs A — Now you ſes 
I have inked my pen, as you deſired, 


and ſhall waſh it clean again with 


my tears. Pray don't cry when you 
write next; but I aſſure you I ſhall, if 


G 2 you 


ty? Dare ye 


do as much, without dread of epiſcopal | 
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, moſt ſobbingly, Iam 
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placed at the bull's rear, though 


ſuppoſed to be a certain letter in the 
alphabet, that either draws his argu- 


ments d peſteriori, or is dev 'liſhly be- 


lied. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
March 16, 1787. 


I CAN aſſure my friend, that although 
his agreeable letter came, in his phraſe, 


breaking the ice, my ſentiments towards 
him did not freeze; it was one of my 
firſt wiſhes to have his correſpondence, 


Think, though, how I durſt aſk. ſuch a 


condeſcenſion from a ſgavoir vivre! a 


bon efprit ! a choice ſpirit ! — Such for- 


midable characteriſtics were, any of 
them, enough to check the ambitious 
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1 
riſings of ſuch a chap as myſelf: but 
as you have given the overture, c'en let 
the opera begin — fo have at you — 
Hang it, now, that's dev üſh bald coun- 
MF; lingo, by the bye, 
dear A— 


certain county and politeneſs are not 


— Alas, my 


-, you ſee too ey, that a 


ſynonimous terms; howeyer, at a td 
lift, I'll quote Mr. Grief of Griefs, and 
ſay, „True, *tis pity 3 : and pity 'tis 
* true.” Mind me now, I do not quote 


like a lawyer, either in C roke James, 
or Croke Charles, and for reaſons which 


you ſhall gueſs. Hut, avaunt law, 
for the preſent, and let us march to 
- Hey-day | what 


have I faid? I forgot my inſurmount- 


Comus' s court. 


able diſqualifications for either e 
or chaunting: and Mrs. W— 
me a moſt formidable account of a Saint 


. wrote | 


Cecilia, 


© 97 J 
- PET" but concealed the divinity of 
her name; I don't fay, ſmuggled it, 
becauſe in that caſe you would moſt na - 
| turally ſuppaſe I meant, that ſhe wraps 
ped it up in her petticoat, Which I in- 
ſiſt upon to he contrary to all the laws 
of gallantry, ancient or modern, as pet- 
ticoats have ever been deemed infringe» 
ments upon Madam Eve's moſt favourite 
. prerogative. of going without | 


Nevnn 


— 1 


Thou gh I am not favoured with her 
real name, I preſume her highneſs to 
be ſown in honour, and, of courſe, ſhe 
muſt riſe in glory; Jet, mere mortal ag 
Jam, I have the vanity to believe, her 
faintſhip would condeſcend to be raiſed | 
with a glee: but then again, the tranſa 
mutation from glory. to glee, ö though | 
different only in a very few Jetters, 
makes a dey'liſh differenes in rhe fat, 
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—— Mr. V---- will be with me next 
week; I know his wiſhes to ſee you, 
and will read him your letter. Surely 
D — can never be dull with my friend 


A—— within its walls! I pleaſe my- 
ſelf, however, with thinkin g to confute 

your reaſoning before Chriſtmas, ſay 
what you pleaſe to the contrary—— 
Let me hear from you ſoon,” as I want 
to conſult you in your cauſidical capa- 
city. I want ſuch a ſkilful pilot as 


- yourſelf, to ſteer ſomething ſo very un- 


ſkilful as your humble: this is no com- 
pliment,” truſt me; when I am upon 


buſineſs” I am really and truly fo --- 
when Tam a muſico, I am a Mr. V----, 


though,” alas! with not a tythe of his 
muſical merit——but what ſignifies re- 


- me, with my beſt 5 reſpects, to Mrs. 


N 
3. #4 
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A— and believe * with great ſin · 


W 
Dear Sir, 
Always your's, 


B. — 


R. 


compariſon between winter quarters at 
Old Y---k and New. I dare ſay Gene- 
- thinks with us, notwithſtand- 
ing the laurels he has already reaped, 


ral 


and the dazzling expectations of future 
honour and reward. It would have 
given me the greateſt pleaſure to have 
had your company here---I would have | 
engaged to protect you from rifle-barrels 


and rifle- barrel men; and that is ſome- 
thing, let me tell you, in theſe ſad, A 
_ nnn | 


P perfectly coincide with your 
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AS a cert 
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bow much he admires, as well 


as eſteems every letter of your's, he 


muft do it in terms, that he is at 


this moment perfectly unequal to. ' If 
ſpire him with, he is equally diſtreffed. 


he is to tell you how much he is mor- 
But, alas! that he muſt ſubmit to a 


tified, that he muſt 
your converfation and 


himſelf of that exalted pleaſure which 
gaiety a 


„ 


poſitive neceſſity, is too true. It fits 


the more uneaſy upon him, becauſe he 


feels an uncommon propenſity to enjoy 
that happineſs this identical day. He 


is amazed, that his fair correſpondent 
can even ſuſpect what ſhe expreſſes, if 


ſhe conſiders herſelf in that amiable 
point of view ſhe ought to do, This 
day has, literally, been a faſt day to 


him, nor has he forgot his prayers at 
the ſame time, and flatters himſelf of 


their efficacy, by having kept him out 
of the line of temptation. How far his 
coming into a certain lady's preſence 
might occaſion wandering thoughts, he 


leaves her to be judge of, who, he is 


certain, can be no ftranger to thoſe 


| emotions of the heart, which ſhe is al- 


ways ſure of exciting: under this oon 


ſideration andy, had nothing elſe inter- 
fered 
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fered to prevent him faying, how do 


vou do? it ſeems to argue againſt con- 


foience, - the viſiting her this evening at 
the heels of all his prayers and faſting. 


How far her fentiments may chime in 
with his, he will not venture to pro- 
nounce, though he ſhould be happy to 


read them under her own hand, be 


they for him or againſt him. — You 


ſhall have the comedy to- morrow morn- 


ing; it is elegant, pointed, humorous, 
and natural; the | incidents droll, and 
well managed : it reads well, and muſt 


play delightfully. It has been a fund 


of entertainment, becauſe it correſ] ponds = 


fo much with the ſentiments of ſome- 
body you know, who thinks your La-- 


dyſhip could play the heroine to per- 
ſection. Dear art adieu. 
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| Nov. 12, 1781. 
Dzar Sis, 


1 BEGIN, after my uſual manner, to 
write to you by ſcraps, (fragments, - 
I cannot ſtyle them, becauſe they ſome- 

times make a volume, and I have not 
materials to ſtretch through half a one). 
Thank you for your operatical intelli- 
gence. I feel a muſical glow at your 
deſcription of D— and R——: 1 


* 


look upon as an irreparable loſs, 


and for three reaſons; firſt, on account 
of his comprehenſive, well-ton'd tenor 


voice ; 
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voice; ſecond, for his variety of x power; 


and third, for that happy caſe in his 
mode of expfeſſing both ſong and ac- 
tion but I muſt come to town and 
feel effects, before I pretend to judge ade- 
quately of cauſes; I do not know a better 
proof ſheet than London. B— is ſpend- | 


ing this evening with me at the grievous 


expence of all my rum, water, le- 
mons, &c. arid has this moment pour- 


ed down a copious libation to your ho- 
hour's health. I hope N—— has told 
you before this hour of my folly in 
complyin g with his terms for the vio- 


bin. I confeſs 1 am pleaſed with it, and 


fancy it makes me play all the better. 
It is mellow, full, and vibrates plenti- 
fully : it excites curioſity, pleaſes taſte, 
and delights judgement, and all this I 
am told * _ who call themſelves | 


% : ; cogno- 
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rognoſcenti. 833 purpoſes trippin 8 it 
to the metropolis very ſhortly, when 8 
we ſhall moſt aſſuredly beat up your 
quarters: he joins me in every with of 
friendſhip to you. 
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cularly heightened when the fair part 


of creation help co ſou it, and give the 
preference to a ſcene of almoſt perpe- 
tual tumult, where, tis great odds that 
| health, if not life, falls a facrifice on 
the account? Vou ſee plainly, what 
kind of a failor I am. The queſtion you 
aſk me, I will anſwer with all the can- 
dour that friendſhip can dictate, or you . 
with. .I will run through. the three 
profeſſions : : the. law 18 Alaviſh ; 3 it re- 
ares: great application indeed to attain 
a proper knowledge of it. To be an 


attorney, without you could ſlide into 


a circle of clients of rank and i impor- 


tance, ſo ſoon as you are legally quali- 


fied, you had hetter be a chimney- 


ſweeper ; the-one, perhaps, faves your 
houſe when on fire; he is an. uſeful 


Higher of ſociety; ; the other too often 
a keeps 
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up and ſpreads flames of a different ſort 


and far more ruinous to that part of ſo⸗ 
ciety, who have the misfortune to come 
within his reach: tis a certain ſer of this 


fort of gentry that have drawn down ſuch 
a ſtigma upon a profeſſion, calculated in 
Itſelf for the two noble purpoſes of re- 


drefling the injured man, and puniſhing 
the villain. If you are a counſel, withs 
out a lucky moment, or a man of fa 
ſhion takes you by the hand, with the 
abilities of a Camden you may remain 
behind the bar for your whole life — 
As to phyſic, *tis well known that phy- 


ſicians are more faſhionable than uſeful, 


in theſe enlightened days, when man- 
kind read more, and ſearch deeper into 
ſcience, than they did half a century 
ago; beſides, you ſee them ſwarming 
in ea every th town in this 


1 = Kingdom. 


[ 9 1 


kin gdom.- Divinity, provided a gown | 
and caſſock do not appear frightful, 
ſeenis to ſtand fair for you, but then 
it is to be conſidered, whether you can 
purchaſe the next turn of a rectory. 


with an old incumbency, fo that you 


can be able to pop into poſſeſſion, when 


you are twenty-four (the ſooneſt pe- 
riod that you are admiſſible); or I will 
ſuppoſe within two ar three years af- 


terwards, It is a genteel profeſſion, 
and, with proper conduct, ranks you 


among the firſt perſonages of our 
country. Still you muſt alk your heart 
this one queſtion, Can you conform to 


the little ſtrictneſſes the profeſſion re- 


quires of you? If you cannot, for Hea- 
ven's ſake never think of it; for in my 


eye, an immoral prieſt is the greateſt 


diſgrace to human nature; I do nat 
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1 
mean, chat a clergymen is never to 
laugh and be merry, that would be a 

ſtupid character indeed. As I do not 
- apprehend his gown to give him per- 
fection, I would yet wiſh him to be 
doubly ſtudious how to hide his little 

foibles from the public, on account of 
example, as well as the rendering him- 
felf always reſpeckable amongſt every 
rank of ſociety.— 
2 prefer horſe to foot ; and then you are 
to conſider, that unleſs there be a few 


young men of faſhion in the corps, , 


—As to the army, 1 


who grow weary of reſtraint in a few ; 
years, you may ſtick a cornet many. | 
If you arrived at a troop in ten years, 
” will coſt you about three thouſand - 

a pounds, for which, reckonin g your ar- 
| years, yau make ſhillings a day. : 


Then = 


Then the chances of war againſt you, 
and if you ſhould happen to grow ti- 
red, it is not always that you can get 
leave to ſell; and if your anxiety is 
diſcovered, you are, perhaps, bartered 
down in price. Suppoſe then that ſome 
of your friends were to procure you 4 
partnerſhip with a banker in proportion 
to your three thouſand pounds? Here 
requires no apprenticeſhip, no fee of 
courſe ; 'tis ſure gain ; genteel, eaſy to 
manage, and not ſlaviſh. You might 
throw your money into the mercantile | 
line; but that is ſo precarious, there is 
no pronouncing deciſively on that head, 
and ſhould your partner play you falſe, 
his miſconduẽt involves you equally; 
for the law makes no diſtinction be- 
tween mw honeſt and the diſhoneſt part- 
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I 
ner; they embark in the ſame veſſel, 


and muſt either ſwim or fink together, 
A banker has no ſeas to crofs ; he is 
: always on the right ſide ; his commo- 
dity is money; it is ſtandard in every 
market.] pon the whole, I balance 
myſelf between the banker and the par- 
Son, and was it my affair, I would make 


my option from one of them, I do not 


fay this to bias your judgement, I give 
it only as matter of opinion, Before I 


conclude this very tedious derail, I muſt 
alk your excuſe for treſpaſſing a little 
further, by defiring you will do me the 
favour to preſent my compliments to 


polite letter, which I preſerve as a teſti- | 
mony of thoſe elegant abilities that do 
ſuch great honour to her ſex—lt is 


quite uncertain, whether IJ may be at 
W „ ö 2 


N. 


131 
N this year, or not; this hangs 
upon the thread of an accident, that I 


4 1 F , ** 


L , * 


cannot determine upon at this hour. 


LJ am, dear Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 
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March 10, 1782. 
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| empty purſe ; but you have enabled me 


to confute that opinion, from the plea- 


ſure you gave me in that which you 


was ſo kind to ſend me the other day. 


Indeed I ſhould not have thought the 
- worſe of it, had it come full of the 


jeſty, though 


t Ma 


ctures of his preſen 


Pl 


that would not have made me value 


your. 


[105 ] 
: your performance the more, as I aſſure 


you, I equally eſteem the gift. Could 
I fill it to my own ſatisfaction, it ſhould 


contain the ſum of both our deſires, and 


1 would thank you for it, did I not 


know it would offend you. I am glad 


your day of return was ſo pleaſant to 
you; it would in ſome degree recom- 
penſe you for the loſs of your fair 
friend. You enjoy the luxury juſt now 


of good air and green fields, in ex- 


change for ſmoke and dullneſs, for the 
diverſions here cannot live beyond the 
week; (thou gh you will perhaps aſk me, 
| what has a hermit to do with the world 
, or the world's affairs ?) Believe TORR 


Very truly your's 5 
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allure 


doubt, 


tion to a ma- 
om I have no 


. 


h 


giment, w 


but your re 


tions are as great as my 


5 
lina 


* 


and the beſt you know can but 


ot neceſſary I ſuppoſe, to tell 
go as far. I was extremely pleaſed to read 


that I always eſteem a letter of 
; and though, perhaps, not ſo 


you, my inc 
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blic your late promo 


18 n 


Jo 


you, 
ur's 
5. I do not congratulate you upon 


Mr. BL 
much ſo as I ought, I can yet 
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doubt, without a compliment, have re- 
Joiced often and again at the event erg 
this. Truſt me, I had not been ſilent 
all this while, but from an idea, in 

ſome parts of .this kingdom, that all 
letters indiſcriminately, except from Go- 
vernment, were opened, for fear of dan- 
gerous intelligence; beſides; you was a 
fluctuating body, and I, ignorant how 
| — Vou 
| aſk me for news—Firſt, be it known 
that your friend S—— has ſold as much 


to direct to you with certainty.— 


of his eſtate as clears him of his incume 
brances, to the amount of forty thou- 
ſand pounds, and leaves him his man- 


| ſion, with a handſome revenue to ſup- 
port it. There is the good effect of an- 
ceſtors making purchaſes two centuries 
ago. — N--- D--- has quitted Peterſ- 
burgh 
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burgh for the more hof pitable climate 
of the Engliſh metropolis. As to 


this place, it improves much in balls, 
routes, riots, &c. but in | manners juſt | 
as it ever has been. For myſelf, I don't 
vegetate half ſo much as I uſed to do; 
that is, I don't eat celery in half that 
abundance I did, when you dreſſed it fo 


—Pray do contrive, 


| elegantly for me.- 
ſomehow or hi: to make a finiſh of 
this naſty diſpute ; and I particularly 
infiſt, that you contrive to be of the 
number of the choſen few, to tell the : 
ſtory hereafter, and << e a tip- toe 

I muſt 


now inform you, that I "I been as 


«when that day is name 


much of a wanderer as an Arab, though | 
not fo wild, for I have ſcampered half 
over the kingdom ſince I hoe the 


laſt agreeable evening with you. - 


Shall * 


tw -1 

Shall 1 FY you, if at the cloſe of 
der a campaign you have yet taken 
an additional rib to your old ſet ?— 
1 hey tell me, the ladies of the coun- 
try you are in are lovely, amorous, 
and rich, (three excellent ingredients 
in the pharmacopeia of matrimony)— 
a propos — I believe your friend Sir 
1 going to take to him- | 


ſelf a wiſe, pe of conſiderable fortune. 


F ſpent | much of my time with the 
Baronet laſt winter in town: he is moſt 
convivial, and, very unfaſbionably, re- 
tains | remembrance of the man he 
. eſteems, be the diſtance of place ever 
ſo great.— —You have Engliſh newſ- 
papers, ſo 1 retail no Engliſh news 
here. You ſay, you deſire me to con- 
ſider you with conſideration, and the 
reſpect due to a horſe officer. That I 
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will not do, unleſs I add as mack more 


ts the ſum as I know you deſerve, but, 


above all, my- unalterable attachment as 


2 friend, while I have the pleaſure ta 
rertiait on this fide the Styx. | 


I am always, 
| Dear Sir, | 
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LETTER XXX. 


Mr. BT. to C—— W——, Efg. 


Jan. 15, 1 783. a 
Dran sin, „ 
A SU R E yourſelf Pays g "ts 
have given me greater pleaſure, 
hey meeting you where you now are, 
independent of other inducements 3 but 
be doubly certain of my good wiſhes 
for your ſpeedy accompliſhin g the end 
of your preſent purſuit; but being dif; 
appointed of the packet I told you of, 
was obli ged to write again yeſterday, 
which inevitably chains me to this dull 


th — 


place 


b al 
5 place for the 1 However, as the 
moments of expectation to a perſon in 
your condition muſt drag miſerably 
ſlow, F take the earlieſt occaſion to 
fubſtitute my perſonal attendance, by 
incloſing my letter to Mr. B—, which 
if you approve, you will ſeal and deli- 
ver it, and I will en gage for his friendly | 
exertions on your behalf. I ſend my 
> ſervant expres, as letters too often hang 
between: the poſt-offices of Kills and 
a” H May ſucceſs attend the inter- 
view! 1 ſhall be glad to hear you ſay, 
She let concealment feed on her da- 
maſk check. Eh bien, Monsieur! — 


4 Now do I think J ſee om en to ex- 
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Mr. BL——R to W— C—r—R, EI. 


toi... 
Dran Stn, . 

I AM at a worthy Free" oth with 

a ſporting party, on our way to the 
moors, where I met your moſt obliging | 
letter, amon gft « others forwarded to me 
hither. 1 receive your con gratulations 
with a ſincere pleaſure. Thoſe genuine 
marks of reſpect are every whit as 
agreeable to me as the ſubject that oe- 
caſions chem, (my firſt wiſhes having 


always been to render others happy, 
when I could, from thoſe inward con- 
Vor. 5 . victions 


— - — — — * 
— — — = — — 
— — — ne — —— 


— — —— — — — — — — — — — 8 — 
— ( — — — ———— 5 — — = II. 
— — —— — —— — — r — . ÆꝗE—àà4—— —— oe ne. on - 4 a = — i 9 ag = ———— 
i * 


= — — — — 1 — 
— a 8 * I I Þ — a . * 


— dn LS 
— — = 


— 
—— 


.. IE = 


I 9 PE TID — — — — —„ ds —— — - - — K 2 = 
ACEC”, . —————. ̃ ̃⁵vx;——. ˙·‚——— — 


l 


—— — 2 ̃ ͤ—ͤ—ũ— 


N an -_ — — ”—_ — <—<—w — — — — 
. EI ern III TM CS my CI _ FE —— — — — — - 

— — 7 —_——_— — * * —— — I Eo nn _ — IRE — * —— 
. : — e — ST = = — 23 —— 5 
— —.— — — 8 nb —— IOT L — — — — — . x; —ͤ — —e—ͤ — < 2 - 

* - — — — — — IEEE INI — ̃ — — — — ͤ— _ — 
PPP — 


— — 


— — 
r — — 
. ͤ—— I Rb LS 
8 


ET Oe — ors ret 


— == — 4 2 


EGS ͤ . ͤ . — — —— 
— 5 s = — — 


2 —— — 
. —-— ooo 4 
— rt ee ans 


OSS ER SE Bass x 
"x = r 2 —— 


— —— 
4 


i 
4 
'vF 
_ -- 

. 
1 
3 
_ 

1 


„ TT 
victions that money never created, much 
leſs added to). Though you too truly 
ſay, you live out of the line of my 


northern excurſions, you are not out 


of the line of my thoughts, and de- 
pend on my making a go miles trip 
acroſs to you in October, if that will 
convince you. Let me hear what you 


and the reſt of the mufical amateurs 


are about; 1 though I boaſt no higher 
than what the pretenſions of an illegi- 
timate ſon of Apollo ought to aſpire to, 


I yet reverence the Iyre as. reverentially . 
Wo: the me W ſon of chem na 


Dear Sir, 
Vou ever command your's, 


I. E T- 


An 


LETTER, NU. 


| TEM March 16, * 
Dran Sin, | „ 

1 Scarcely know what to "op to your 
Worſhip, except in the plain old 
Engliſh inditing of, I hope theſe few 
lines will find you well,” &c. that is, 
as well ſteeped as myſelf in the fineſt 
flower- begetting rain that ever fell in 
ſpring; I have not a dry thread upon 
me; but the recollection of Pope's ele- 
gant lines, beginning << In that ſoft ſea- 
ſon,” made quite a philoſopher of me 
in my long peregrination: but from 
* 2 ſhowers 
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| ſhowers let me paſs to Sapphic epiſtles, 


and town eclogues; they will ſurpriſe 


_ you, if they won't pleaſe : the caraca- 


tures will be a treat for your brother 
aldermen at one of your corporation. 


' feaſts. But to complete your entertain - 


ment, after perhaps havin 8 tickled your 


worſhip's eyes and imagination with the 


liberty of the preſs, I preſent you with 


5 ſomething better than a ſtraw to tickle 
. your noſe-with, (if good-rappee will do 
id) and having faid all this, and having 


no more to ſay, beeauſe J am arrived at 
the but: end of all my preſent fayin gs, 
* me en you how. much 


1 am your „ 
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LETTER XXXIlL | 


i Nov. 6, 1783. | 
Dax FAE un 
AS J have vanity enough to fancy 
your agreeable fireſide intereſted by 
good inclination to know what good or 
evil genius may have attended upon me, 
day, know that ] am riſen again, and 
once more corporeally exiſt, though 
ſurrounded by atmoſpherical darkneſs 
and dullneſs combined. Sad reverſe to 
| A——, whoſe very mountains, in ſpite 
of their preſent wintry garb, look gay, 
23. if 
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if compared with the ſpot which occu- 
pigs your humble at this preſent mo- 


ment. I could be cynical, but then I 


ſhould ſharl. I will turn philoſopher 


all at once, an and ſay, All is for the beſt 
tis comfortable as well as right, to 
think of and there it ends I was more 


chis en hs day after ERR you, 


than when I exhibited at your manſion, 
that periſhing evening from $——, In- 
deed this latter bufineſs was all pure 
my pulſe been felt by the hand of deli- 
cacy, I might poſſibly haye appeared to 


poſſeſs animation enough to alarm even 


tmoſe chaſte ideas of your cook, when 
the aſſiſted in pulling off my wet boots 
on that never to be forgotten ſhowy 
Friday night—To-morrow I ſet off poſt 


for 


{ 9 4+ 
1 Ss again, with a gentleman 
much diſtreſſed by the ill uſage of his 
brother; he intreats my afliſtance ; his 
unhappineſs. is much aggravated by all 
the ingratitude in the world, in return 
for a moſt exemplary open, honeſt con- 
fidence: he yows he cannot act for 
- himſelf; ; Iam therefore to take the of- 
fice upon me; it 1s abominably incon- 
venient at this juncture, but I muſt do 
it: the cloſe. connection (intimate as 1 
am with both) lays hold of me in ſpite 
of every conſideration, and tincture but 
the doſe with humanity, every idea ta 
prevent my going dies, God God! 
are the thorns and briars already ſcat- 
tered in our path too few, that we muſt 
ſtudy how to increaſe cheir number ? 
Wretched mortal man! how little haſt 
ahi co pride duk upon; Af ner. 
14 ſider 


R 
— 8 
— Peta rae ig Foe 
— — <A —4 
a we evo 


— Hes - 


nn ñ 


= 


— I I 


CE IEEE TEE 


— 


[ 
ſidereth what human nature is com- 
pounded of ! My life in this place (as 1 
told you often) is made up of the ſpecu- . 
lative and contemplative e have no- 
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thing here but creation's dregs; we nei- 
ther hear, ſee, touch, or taſte, like ſome 
that you and I know; I therefore con- 


tent myſelf for the preſent, well aſſured 
that the ſcene muſt ſhift preſentl/ 
Pleasd when I can pour my healing 
drop into the wound of an unfortunate 
party, and when occaſions do not pre- 
| ſent themſelves, happy in being con- 
1 ſcious I am ready if they ſhould ; - but 
| this is moralizing, which ſome people 
in the world would term dullneſs, If 
any thing can apologize for it, the day 
5 muſt, (good Sunday) but I do not be- 
lieve you will think it ſo. Let me hear 
of Fon _ for this kind of converſe is 
the 
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LETTBR , N. 


Jan. 2, 1784. 
Dear C—, 


F gave me real concern to read out 
of the mouth of your laſt letter, 
your deſpair of ſucceſs in your embaſſy. | 
Let me give you my opinion with the 
candour of a friend. You really tor- 
ment yourſelf when you need not ; for, 
as all the avenues of your introduction - 
ſeem to be ſhut, (and, as to Mr. R. ; 
I am all aſtoniſhment, from my know- 
edge of his intimacy with the family,) 
1 certainly ſhould not heſitate upon 

- waiting 


T 123 1 


Waiting on the principal, who 1 will 
anſwer for giving you a polite recep» 


tion, and an interview being all you 


want, never ſtand upon punQtilious 


terms for obtaining it; a refuſal can be 
no death's wound; and let me tell you, 
that every real gentleman, of unqueſ- | 
tionable character, can do no diſhonour 


to the lady he may propoſe to, eſpe- 


| cially i in this age, where there is ſo little 
marrying, or giving in marriage. 1 
| fear, my friend, you are too delicate, 
and expect advances where you ou ght | 
to make them. 1 am clear that the fa- 


ther neither expects nor thinks of pa- 
rade for his daughters, though he might 


naturally wiſh it. Can any ſenſible 


man doubt, between a gentleman in 


| your line of life, poſſelſed of your con- 


1 necdions, and a * with ten ſhil- 
lings 
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Eo 24 * 
fin 4 4 day, and a cockade ? And yet 
the latter would, perhaps, think he 
honoured the ſiſter of a peer with his 
pretenſions. — Theſe ladies are edu- - 
cated with prudence—thar idea includes 


_ conſideration, reflection, &c. and with 
good ſenſe muſt equally involve thoſe 


happy notians of friendſhip, which raiſe 


certain females ſo tranſcendently above 


the reſt of their ſex. Lou do not want 
2 butter-fly, a jointed baby, a pantin in 


petticoats — no; you want an amiable - 


companion, a friend, and that in the 


| ſhape of a woman, whoſe perſon will 


pleaſe you, and whoſe temper, vivacity, 


and converſation, will be an eternal 


feaſt to you. Such, if report deſerves 


eredit, is the delectable Miſs C— ; 1 


ſincerel y with it was in my power to 
join your hands together Vour ſay⸗ 


ing, 


Lp ] 

ing, you ſtay but four or five days 
longer where you ate, makes me ſend 
you this ep by my ſervant. He will 
ſtay all tight at H——, fo that I could 
with to Know how far this ſer- 
mon of mine meets your own ſenti- 
ments; at the ſame time hint, why 
you apprehend B——'s introduction 
would have prejudiced your hopes 
Incloſed, is the ſong you Fog in 
Engliſh. 1 could not procure it in 
French, elſe had ſent it, alſo. Ic i is 
naked, as Nature made it. I could 
have pencilled between the. notes the 
little nonſenſe of my own, in the way 
1 play it, but that would have ſmelt too 
ſtrong of pedantry. — What a moſt 
happy mortal are you, to be ſurrounded 
with thoſe enchanting Syrens ! 1 It ia 
well worth a man's. journey to the | 
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world's end, indeed, to make one of 16 
agreeable a circle: but I muſt remain 
a philoſopher ſome little while longer, 
before. I emerge — ſo adieu, my dear 
friend, for the preſent. 5 
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2 L en Þ 
Mr. B 0 Mrs. F. 
Jux . 1784. 
Mavax, | 
— ſe it os not be in * 
power to viſit B— as I intended, 1 


am juſt ſet down to anſwer your obli⸗ 
ging favour of laſt week. I rejoice at the 
fortunate event befallen your ſon ; but 
as no pecuniary advantage will accrue 
till he is of age, I think you judge very 
properly, i in ſequeſterin g him for that 
interval at a private academy. 1 am en- 
tirely againſt all country ſchools what- 
ever for gentlemen. The beſt of them 
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all muſt allow of great intermixtures 3 
the ſons of the firſt order, with the ſons 
of the loweſt. I knew a ſchool of that 


deſcription ; every dirty vice, down to 


theft, was practiſed: the ordinary boys 


brought the infection to the ſchool, and 


the reſt of the forms, in 4 greater or 
ſmaller degree, received ſome part of 
the taint of bad example. The great 


argument generally uſed in favour of a 
public ſchool is, its preventing a nar- 
row, limited way of thinking in life, 


which private ſchools are faid too often 


to give. An academy of my deſcrip- | 
tion does not come within the meaning 
of a private ſchool : it is very properly 


called an academy, from its being ſelect : 


—it 18 a univerſity in miniature—that 
includes every idea of mine. A coun- 


try ſchool would be the | martyreori of 
your 


1 129 ] 3 
your ſon's elegant talents. An een 
takes the lead MESS = 


near L. 


and were there no other ſuperior in- 
ducements, that one of a polite ac- 
cent is of great conſequence. Fear 


not the difference of expence: the re- 
compencè to your ſon, in life, will be 
an ample reward. I. am fo firm in this 
opinion, that could I not give a ſon 


above five hundred pounds, it ſhould 


all go in his edueation, if required; and 
let him ſtart in the world with good 
connections early formed; they will do 
him far more ſervice than the intereſt 
of five thouſand: pounds ſpent in obſcu- 


rity ever can do. I am ſpeaking of a 


ſenſible, enterprizing young man — a 
blockhead is fit for no better place than 
his own fireſide — a blockhead will be 


ſuch every where. As to the objection, 
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[ 159 ] 
that London and its neighbourhood is 
a ſcene of temptation toa young man, 
every town in the kingdom is ſuch in a 


degree: that weighs nothing with me, 


if a young man profeſſes not diſſipation. 
All I can or will fay on that ſubje is, 
that T ſhould prefer the hearing of his 


politer intri gues with a gentlewoman, 


to any vultar attachment to a cook 
wench, let her beauty be what it m may. 
— The freedom of theſe ſtrictures 
would have been ſpared, had 1 not 


known your good ſenſe too well, to 


| doubt of their being received as they 


are intended. Wiſhing every ſucceſs 
to attend your ſon, I beg leave to aſſure : 
yourſelf of my molt perfect eſteem. 


BL—R. 


LE 


LETTER XXVI. 


Mr. BI to Mrs, J—N. 


fan. 20, 1785. 
DEAR MADAM, 


H vm taken cold by going abroad 


veſterday, I feel myſelf too unwell 
to ſtir from home to-day, elſe ſhould 


moſt certainly have paid my deyoirs 
to you; at the ſame time it was my 
intention to have preſented you with 


the incloſed. Such a trifle is ſcarcely 
worth your acceptance, only that it 18 
all the preſent taſte and faſhion : but 1 
am certain it muſt poſſeſs an intrinſic 


worth in your opinion, when I tell you 
K 2 . 
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gation on your mo 
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taſte. Do me therefore the favour. to 


accept it, 
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May I9, 1785. 
| I BEGAN to fancy my friend was 


dead, not reading a ſyllable from 
him fince my duplicate ſcribbles to him, 


and more particularly, as one of them 
requeſted a copy of the receipt about 


from him. If you received them 
in the other world, let me know it, as 


[ very much ſuſpe& it to be the caſe, * 


being very well aſſured, that nothing 
but the uſual delays in paſſing the Styx 


could ever have interrupted your uſual 


- punCiuality. | If you can furniſh your 


K 3 anſwer 
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1 134 J 
anſwer with ſome of thoſe agreeable in- 
telligences that a certain Swediſh philo- 
ſopher uſed to ſpeak of, and wrote ſuch 
a vaſt deal about, the more will you be 
reliſhed by ſuch an inquiſitive mortal 
| Mrs. S— I hope 


as your humble. 


is well ——I make no inquines after 


Madam Flora; ſhe is gone, I hear, to 
her ſenſible friend, Mrs. P—, that 


pattern of conjugal virtue, and great 
ornament of her ſex. I ſincerely wiſh | 


the report of her ſucceeding to her un- 
cle's fortune may be well founded. 
The family at D 


are all well, ex- 


cept the old lady, whoſe over - delicate 
conſtitution reminds her too frequently 
that ſhe is not immortal; 1 hope, how- 
ever, if only for the fake of the good 
folks about her, ſhe may continue ſome 
Pons * longer i in the land of the living. 


N yr 


* 


L. . F 


— Our FOI F— was yeſterday pre- 
ſented with a charming g girl, though 
had it been a boy, I have ſome ſmall 


notion the preſent kad beeri more wel- 


come.— What weak coals we are 
Never to be contented What did 


Chancellor More's lady wiſh for, but a 
boy inſtead of a girl? She had her 


with ; and what was the fruit of her 
defire ? Sir Thomas told het; * boy 
for life. 


There is no need e 


plication to either A- S- or M 


F- — a 
Adieu, 
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Mr. BI — R 


„ | Nov. 21, 1785. 
Dran Sin, „„ 5 
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H AT. a queer chap muſt you be 
to write to ſuch a queer chap as 
your bumble! Lord bleſs us! and after 

ſo many months conſideration | too 

however, without th ree minutes pau ſe, 

I am reſolved to tell you how glad I 

was to receive a ſcribble from you: 

note that, my good friend. Firſt then, 


I muſt infiſt on your telling Mrs. M—-, 


that if ſhe was the wife of any other 


man but yourſelf, I ſhould love her; 


IM 
as Mrs. M— 


be, to ſee you at my manſion in town, 


whenſoever you may be diſpoſed to 


_ viſit the metropolis after next Thurf- 
day, the day 1 ſtart. Thirdly, (chap- 


ter and verſe again) you tell me you 


vas actually teazed into the ſhewing my 
little moral eflay to a certain quondam 
acquaintance of mine; that idea turned 


me womaniſh for a few ſeconds, as it 


brou ght ten thouſand pleaſing reflec- 
tions tomy remembrance, and my heart 
does more than echo to my pen as 1 
write. I with the knew how much I 


wiſh her happy ; but what right have 
fidlers to with for any thing but clear 


n without knots ? That thought 
thou gh, 


I muſt ever efteem her 
for your fake. Secondly, (for you ſee 
I go on in the chapter and verſe way) 
J ſhall be more than happy, if that can 
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138 } 
though, , me into an anſwer ta 


your queſtion of, How goes on muſic 
with us! Believe me, it drags miſe- 
rably ; ſans taſte, ſans hands, ſans au- 

dience, and the want of encouragement : 
is the worſt ſans of all. I (thank Ju- 
piter by the bye) am going to enjoy it 
in perfection; that is ſelfiſn, you will 
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fay, and I would allow you to ſay ſo, 
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if I did not know your feelings too 
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well, not to allow muſic, like a miſ- 
treſs, to be fair ſmuggling, and more 
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particularly fo, when there i is never an 
act of parliament of them all, that can 
1 | touch one hair of Madam Cecilia's head. 
4 1 As you are pleaſed to expreſs a wiſh of 
| repeating your ſcribbles to ſuch a ſort 
of party as myſelf, I beg leave to aſſure 
you, that nothing will give me greater 
PRs, than the reading thoſe wiſhes, 

. which 
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which 5 you may depend on 1 being 28 
faithfully anſwered; and as chat unac- 


countable ſomethin 8 of matter has ſo 


ordered and directed itſelf to thruſt you 
and I two hundred miles aſl under, there 
is one method to ſhorten the diſtance, 

by communicating the effuſions of our 
_ uppermoſt thoughts, alias fancies, 
through that agreeable channel of a 

ſheet of writin 8 paper, and ſo keep 

alive the embers of regard in the pain- 
| ful! moments of abſence. 


IJ am ever your's, 
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MW. BI — R to Miſs Mx. 
Jan, 13, 17864 
Dear Mapam, 
J HOPE my giving myſelf the plex: 
© ſure of preſenting you with the hare 


{kin that accompanies this ſcribble, will. 
put you under neither of the two auk- 


ward predicaments of poacher, or un- 


licenſed perſon to kill game, much Heſs - 
would 1 have you think it ſent to make 
game of you. The ſalutary end of it 
I only deſire to keep pace with my 
wiſhes, you then will very ſoon recover 
your health again. Faith, it is faid, 
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works wonders ; but I am more confi- 
dent of the benefits of my recipe than 
the moſt pious catholick can be in the 


efficacy of his beads, though never ſo 


reverentially conſecrated; for I will take 
perſeverance againſt all the croflings 


and Ave-Maria' gin Chriſtendom. The 


little bottle (of the party too) I recom- 
mend its uſe in the manner I informed 


you ; and you know where more 1s to 
be had, if wanted. Mrs. Blr joins 


me in her ſincereſt wiſhes, and kids oe me 


tell you, that if you really are the unce- 


remonious friend, you will prove it by 
your frequent appearances in our par- 


lour, where, aſſure yourſelf, ſew c can 
be ſo welcome, and none more ſo. 1 1 


aden, he Madam, 
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LETTER. N. 


Mr. BL——R to A 


8. — Es- 


April 3, 1785. 

| Duan FrIEXD, IN 

AM. fit down with my boots on to 

| thank you for your laſt entertain- 
| ing account, which made me exert my 
riſible mu ſcles no little, I aſſure you: 
it contains much food for many agree 
able tete- d- tetes at my return to you. — 
I tell you I am fitting with my boots 


on, becauſe I mean to fay, that I am 
going to viſit a moſt agreeable family 
twenty miles off this place, there to 
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in this town. 


E 
remain till Sunday morning, then re- 
turn hither again to dine with a charm- 
ing widow, who is all the mercury «A 


Nature ffom top to toe. Monday is fixed 


for a meeting of ſmarts at a great gala 
58 will contain me 
on the Tueſday and Wedneſday ; - and 
on Thurſday. 1 begin my march of 
marches towards C—— ; fo you ſee 
how I have laid myſelf out before I am 
dead. This day went my muſic caſe, 
directed for your worſhip; you are now 
certain I ſhall not be long from you, 
when ſich heralds proclaim my com- 


ing. I am doubly concerned at your 


lofs of the fair nymph, on account of 
her dear ſiſter friend ; but 1 conſider it 
is now doubly incumbent on me to 


amuſe the pining Delia all I can; and 


Pray tell her * happy I ſhall be to 
change 


. 
change her ſighs into ſmiles, if not into 
abſolute laughter. What the deuce had 


Sir Thomas F. to do at 2 cat 
ſuch a juncture! 0 to know. At 
leaſt the H 


8 might have kept away, 


and then our little friend had remained 


ſtill in view of that n as well 
as romantic eminence at R- . 
An endemical cold has lately ſhewn 


great numbers of the inhabitants ben 


6: the way to duſky death; it has, li- 
terally, been a plague, though, luckily, 
not of the Turkiſh ſort; I had it, but 
a ſevere froſty ſeaſon now ſetting in 
upon us will, I hope, give us all good 
air, and good health along with it. 1 
hope the ladies and yourſelf have eſca- 

| ped that infection, and every other. 
My good wiſhes, I beg may never eſcape 
Vol. * „ ee ,, 
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ye all, whilſt I remain upon this petit 
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LETTER XIII. 


Mr. Br ——x 70 Miſs BR. 


een 


V friend W Fan this day Gillen | 
me ſuch a ſpecimen of taſte and 


ſentiment as, I am morally aſſured, can 


only be equalled by yourſelf. I moſt 


ardently long for his happineſs to arrive | 


ſoon, becauſe I very ſelfiſhly conſider, 
1 then ſtand a chance for a perſonal 
knowledge of a lady who does ſo much 


honour to her ſex : I with it was in 


my power to flatter you, I ſhould then 
boaſt of abilities I never yet found my- 
| ſelf maſter of, eſpecially if I conſider 
Lis: ms 
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| whom I am now addreſſing. "Tis a 


high degree of enthuſiaſm (of your own 
creation by the bye) that makes me take 
this liberty; J will not beg pardon for 

it, becauſe W—— ſays he will under- 8 


take to appeaſe you. If I ſhould have 


the misfortune to offend you, depend 
upon it, that my own ſilent reproach 
will be a ten times greater puniſhment 


| than the frankeſt confeſſion I could erer 


make you. Though I expect to be out 
of the pale of your pity, I yet think I 
may be fortunate enough to meet your 
forgiveneſs, and Iwill preſume upon it, 
becauſe I fancy I read your very ſoul 

out of the ſpirit of your letters. That 
Heaven may give you the completion 
of all your deſires ſoon, is the prayer 


of a very ſincere wither unknown 
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; Mr. Br 


n 10 Miſs P=—. _ 


une 1, 1786, 
Mapa, 1 if 
you elegari _ arrived ot 

day, for which I feel myſelf ex- 
ceedin gly obliged to you, and thou gh 
it has given me all the vanity of a birth- 
day ſuit, I ſhall wear it with all that | 
kind of calm | pleaſure I am certain the 


donor wiſhes me to do: I only fear it 


may ſpoil me, as fuch temptations are 
not ſafe in every hand. Little did I 
think to have lived to become fur ſe- 

2 5 ! nay more, to boaſt of it too ! 
. there- 


2 y 
* 
1 
mu N 
01 
1 
\ 
22 
pf 
oo 
WM 
i, 
1 
1 
f' 
« OY 
A 
ny 
«, ö 
if 
4 
- ' 
& * 
af 
1 


r 
— INE Il 
1 — 
. 2 


a+ oaks 
ROT 


— 
7 


\ - = 
e 

n 
= 1 — 

_ os TP" 
8 . 

1 * rn - 3 — — — - _ . — 5 * — = — 5 
E = Bow gy — 2 . — — „„ TY — IG CN ANCE AE — % : —— 5 
- 4 ———— — — ————— — — = — — — — —  ————— 2 5 

—— 2 tt — = — — DEI rn EE —. ... — 88 — : : 
2 . > SERENA: KISS ME. Re EE EI pre — — 3 6 — — . . — — — wn . 
— — — — — ey = : - = — e 


> 


— 


— B AA Str 
— 2 — . n 


— 72 . — — — 
— — * ES > x. * U S — =. ra . * — — 
2 N 3 — 7 I 4 CT n — — — ng „% 
—. 4 — — _ — - — — 5 — — — — — — — — — 
= — — — — — — . Ong). ew —— —— — — — — — "> — =. > of oo — — 2 1 8 —2 — 
3 = I l 1 = I = P = s 8 = — * — o - — " — — —_— _ — <A. - — — cocoa — — — — — - — — — — — — — — — — — 

* — 5 " 1 F + „ . * — . — — 7 6 — . — ” — 3 —_——— —_— ERISA — 

* ETC tp ˖ TTT K* 1 FE Ar: 2 3 gay ut PE AE: Ae. 7 = — — "I he pe: 5 
ve — — 2 ' — 1 4 8 3 & — —_ D - — ior Ip — — 2 | . — 7 a 5 2 

— 

1 * 


< . 8 : 325 2 3 

1 = — — = 8 N —— - 

ro OT ESSE 5 
E 11 oo EAMG 
— — 


= —— 7 
I TSS 

— 2 das 
_ 3 


27 


=. as SST. 


1 150 J 


therefore, conſider what a monſtrous 


deal you have to anſwer for by making 
me ſo. 


——This is certainly the moſt 
{ſlender meeting ever remembered; dull- 
neſs pervades every ſpot about it. 
Higher heads and larger buckles than 
ever are the faſhionable rage of this aſ- 
ſemblage. There has been no ton for 
months paſt in town. All rage, and 
nothing elſe, fo that you muſt fall 
into one as faſt as you can. For my 
own part, I have got the ſtart of you, 
and am outrageous already; but for all 
that, T ſhall never forget how much I 
am obliged to you, being at all times, 


Madam, 
| BI. 


— R. 
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LETTER XIII. 


| June 18, 1786. 
DEA SIR, „ 

] AM infinitely obliged to you for 

© your great readineſs to anſwer my 

laſt epiſtle, which I am ſorry to ſay, 

like the reſt of my correſpondence, is 

always to giye you ſame troubleſome 

Y commiſſion or other: ſo fares it now. ä 
As it will ſuit me better to come to 

town in Auguſt than July, on the ſcore 

of ſome matters that will as well, if 

not better, ſuit Mrs. Bl—r, I wiſh to 

know the lateſt period for doing my 

L 4 — a 


Ln } 
buſineſs ; that is, whether I muſt come 
up inflanter, or 1 may take my time till 
next Chriſtmas, if I. ſo pleaſe —Now 
don't you think this queſtion wonder- 


fully like Triſtram's long pages, to tell 
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you in two words, that his mother was 

to have a ſettlement When are we 

to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you? DO 

take the choice of a good Sunday, as 

that may poſſibly . beft ſuit you, firſt 
announcing your intentions, that we 
may not be from home, for you muſt 
underſtand we generally drive about the 
country on ſome part of that day, and 
that is my reaſon for anticipation. — 
Come, I ſay, and ſee rural peace, and 
its companion, inoffenſive ſimplicity.— 
No tinſel, no ſhew, no money chan- 

gers, dwell here, therefore no dread of 
being 5 flogged « out of the Temple. We 
breathe 


L 153 . 
| breathe pure air, enjoy ſplendid * 
ſhine, and are grateful to Madam Luna, 
when ſhe preſents us with the ſight of 
her face in an evening; the birds ſing 
to us; the cattle bellow ; the ſheep 


bleat 3 the lambs cry and play in turn; 


in ſhort, it is one entire concert of na- 
ture: do therefore come and bear wit- 
neſs to it all. I am hard at work for 
the preſs, though 1 hope and pray not 


tobe: ſqueezed to death: I have not yet 


| deſerved the peine forte & dure, what- 
ever I may. We are all hearty and 


ſtout, Dieu merci! and Mrs. Blr, in 


particular, deſires to add her reſpecta 
along with, 
Dear Sir, 


Your” s moſt truly, 
Br. 


R. 
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is morning alarmed 


tly reconciled 
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Aug. 16, 1786. 


doubts, that to a ſenſible 
ſuch as your's, ought never to have re- 


had ſuffi 


but as I now ſee how capable | 
that undefinable part of the human ſyſ- 
tem, called nerves, is to derange the 
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me exceedingly. I thought our 


Mr. BL»—R to M. 
laſt 
certain 


OUR letter of th 
Inter viev 


Dan Mapa, 
aided by what Shakeſpeare long ago 


very beſt of mortals, particularly when 
called ſkyey influence, I ſhall not won- 


curred 
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E 2B 
der, in future, if the real faint of this 
day ſhould fancy himſelf a miſerable 
inner t9-morrow.——Thoſe reflections 
threw me into a train of thinking, and 
thoſe thoughts 1 here tranſmit for your i 
Ladyſhip's peruſal: if they offend, it is =_ 
not intended ; ſhould they abſolutely | i ; 
diſguſt, the fire can very eaſily annihi- OY 4 [! | 
hte them, . i | 
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Vour moſt obedient, 
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ſuffering 


ndividual 


permiſſion, and to an- 


1 


ſe, good end; and be aſ- 


me Wi 
ſured, that he always recompenſes the 


E 


befals any 


. 


ing in vain. 


State of Mind. 


8 ; 


. TO conſider that fundamental, 
mvariable rule, that the Almighty has 


made noth 


appointment 


- 
* 


fwer ſome 


45 — 


attended to by any Perſon in a deſpond- 
24. That his wiſdom and goodneſs 


delight in beſtowing happineſs on his 


creatures. 
34⁴. That whatever accident or dif- 


Some felect Thoughts, very proper to be 


worn 


1 
— — — 


= - — 1 * — * D = — — al 2 2 


———— 
S 
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E 
ſuffering party, and generally in this 
A 


4th. It would be inconſiſtent wick 


divine Wiſdom, to ſuppoſe it could de- 


light in bein g cruel ; and whoever reads 


the New Teſtament with proper atten- 


tion, will ſee it filled with the nobleſt 


of ſentiments — charity, merey, kind- 
neſ: 8, and benevolence. 


5th, Can it be ſuppoſed, in common 


ſenſe, that the Almighty would recom- 


| mend laws to frail mortals, that he 
would not wu in bes himſelf ? 


K SE 


855. To. Jcſpair is to doubt, and 


muſt give high offence to Providence, 
as it ſuppoſes that he receives pleaſure 


at the: . of one of his own 


0 | creation. | 


5 1 . 
Tet ©? 
$3 = 
+337 
17 


„ 
creation. It is an impiety of too grofs 
a nature, after the attributes of heaven 


are ſo well underſtood. 


oth. Deſpair deſtroys not only denn 
and happineſs, but ſhortens life itſelf, 
To do the laſt i is an act of ſuicide ; and 
how that muſt appear in the eye of 
Omnipotence, I leave to the pony” s ſelf 
to yn. 


975. A firm, calm, reſi gned obe- 
dience to the will of our Maker, will 
conquer any difficulty, and a little per- 


ſeverance will reſtore the mind to itſelf 
again; and be aſſured of one never- 
erring truth, that the Almighty will 
not let ſuch reſi gnation fall Fort of its 


proper reward. 


| gth. = 


1 
965. To think otherwiſe would be to 
make God no better than a devil, and 
overturn the whole ſyſtem of that bleſſ⸗ 
ed religion, which has ſtood the attacks 
| of the enemies of Chriſtianity for al- 
moſt thouſands of years paſt. 


N. B. To the above rules obſerve 
another, which is, to amuſe the mind 
all you can; and whenever the one diſ- 
agreeable ſubject recurs to your memo- 
ty, reſolve to forget it, by either read- 
ing ſome pleaſant book, or going into 
freſh air and cheerful company. 


Oh gloom! thou dire companion of woe, 
To beauty, goodneſs, tenderneſs, a foe, 
What havock doſt thou make in ev'ry breaſt 
That, weakly, ſuffers thee to build a neſt! 
To hatch deſtruCtion for the human ſoul, 
Who ſuffers thy corrode without controul-- 
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The mind's recruit, the ſpirit's certain treaſure, 
Then ſhall I dance, and fing, and talk away 
Night's dullnefs, and ſalute the brilliant day. 


And diſpoſſeſs me in one ſingle hour : 
Lead me, oh! lead me to ſome earthly pleaſure, 
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EET TER M 


"AG. Bimm—a is Miſs Mx. 


Aug. 7» 1786, 
Dear Mapan, 


\ N THY will you continue to torment 


me with expectations of impoſ- 
ibilities? Lou fay, again and again, 
you will have my ideas of Simplicity 
as a character, but ſtill more unreaſon- 
able, you aſk for an outline of her La- 
dyſhip as I would wiſh to ſee her upon 
canvas—You diſtreſs me ſo much, that 
in pure revenge I will (for the firſt and 


laſt time) expoſe my ignorance, and 


leave it to the world to ſ ay who is in 
Vor. I. 0 0 
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Ideas of Simplicity, as 4 charafter. 


SHE ſhould be the lovelieſt child of 
fancy, taught by Nature's ſelf to breathe 
her genuine thoughts Poſſeſſing the + 
heart of a hermit, I would have her 
diſdain the wealth of art, with all its 

. gaudy trappings, pageant weeds, and 
ſweeping trains; in their ſtead, I would: 
with to ſee her ſtep forth the decent, 
meck · eyed maid, arrayed in Attic robes. 
uch immaculate emblems reflect- 
ing ſuch divine luſtre upon the charms 
of that daughter of mortality (happy 
enough to be the wearer of them) would 

| beſpeak her the faint, before the took 
her flight to her own celeſtial manſion. 
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The Outlines of Simplicity, for a Piture. 


- LET her be coming from a village, 
(repreſented on the back ground with 
its proper appendages)- and appear to 

be viewing Nature before her. Her 
countenance to expreſs a mixture of ti- 
midity and ſurpriſe, from her being 
alone. The diſtant objects the is | ſup- 
poſed to look forwards to, ſhould be 


diſplayed in a rich, well - variegated 


landſcape in perſpective: then let a Cu- 
pid appear, beholding Simplicity with 
an uncommon degree of aſtoniſhment, 


ſo as to occaſion his breaking his ar- 


row, and in 2 ſupplicating, half-bend- | 
ang attitude offering her the blunt end 


of 


[ 165 ] 
of it, at ſome diſtance; indicating his 
with to deliver it into her hand, but 
being too much awed hy her preſence, 
dares not- -the time of day to be morn- 
ing a moderate ſunſhine---a clear ſky 


much ſilver cloud, and the colour of 


the ſky to be a very pale blue, except 


in thoſe places where it receives the 


ſun's ray 
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' LETTER XVI. 


% 


Mr. Bx 0 Mis M. 


„ Aug. 19, 1786, 
DRAM MaDbAM, N 


1 HAVE juſt time enough to ſpare to 


give you galloping thanks for your 
obliging inquiries this morning, and to 


tell you, we are all ſound and ſtout, in 


ſpite of what rain may have befallen us, 
though I won't deny, that ſome abate- 
ment of the kindly dews of Heaven 
would have made us more earthly hap- 
py. My ſilence was owing to a daily 


expectation of a ſummons to L— for 


ſome time paſt ; however you are cer- 


tain. 


DA} 
tain to ſee us next week. I am fins 
cerely forry for your finger. What a 
moſt wretched condition for you to have 
been in, and fo deranged too as not to 
have been able either to write or read! 
I truſt and hope thoſe hours of unhappy 
ſenſation have flown from you before 
this. We are going to ſpend this after- 
noon with a curious well-bred bachelor | 
T formal as the curls of a doctof's wig | 
too: I with you was with us to par- 
take of the drollery of it. Mrs. Br 
lays, it will afford us alt the varieties 
of a giblet pye, and then you know we 
muſt be entertained from head to foot. 
Before I can give you a proper opinion 
of the ftudies for the young lady you 
ſpeak of, I ſhould know the natural bent 
of her genius and taſte, elſe I might 
recommend the very books the might 
— pore 
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pore over, but never improve from: ſet 


me down to Coke upon Lyttleton, and 


a better doſe of the ſquills no apothe- 


cary in Europe could adminiſter to me. 
"Tis for you to apply. And now I muſt 
give you the ſtate of ſome of us for two 
or three days paſt. Your humble has 
been ſeized in his limbs, but cured 
himſelf ; L— made herſelf ill with 
cucumbers, but is coming to her appe- 
tite again; and I am come to the end 


of my ſeribble, after aſſuring g you, that 


you always will * the ſincereſt x re- 
, gard of 


Your 


| 1 


LET- 


LETTER XLVI. 


Mr. BL 


n 10 Mie M 


Aug. 29, 1786. 
Dran Mabpau, 
1 NOW fit down to tell you hor 6 - 
10 appointed we were at not ſeeing you 
on Sunday, though we hope no unto- | 
ward accident deprived | us of that plea- 
ſure, I am happy to inform you, that. : 
Mrs, Bl—-r is quite reſtored again; 
eats well, ſleeps well, and will get fat- 
ter (by 13 degrees, I expect) in the 
courſe of a very little time to come.— 
Laſt week was ſuch an alarm to 3 
that I wiſh not to remember it: I flew 
to 
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=, got intelligence of a moſt 


to B 
able medical man, who, by the aids of 
ſenfible, gentle applications, (no phy- 
fical crammings) ſoon rendered her ſtate 
eaſy and happy again. I am writing 
with my dining-room window open, 
liſtenin g to the pretty warblers of the 
grove one minute ; viewing my ſhrub- 
bery another; reckoning faſt upon my 
peaches, nectarines, and apricots ripen- 

ing in a few days, on a third; and ſo 
gliding through every minute of the 
hour, with expectation riſing on expec- 

tation, a wiſh, a ſomething that cheers 
the mind with the dawnings of what 
is to be accompliſhed by and by. We 
go in the morning to the lake, to be 
amufed with the diverſions of the ſpear 
and drag - net, and only ſhall regret your 
not being of the party; though I hope 
| you 


FF 3 
you will ſhortly fix the day for our ſee- 
ing you. The children are well; in 
ſhort, we are all well, as we with 
this to find you. Mrs. Bl unites 
with me very ſincerely and truly in our 
regards for you. So, dear Madam, 


adieu, from 


Your's, 
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LETTER XLVII. 
Mr. B 10 Miſs M 


Sept. 95 1786. 


be Mapam, 


OUR moſt kind inquiry after us 
met us both invalidiſh, though, 
Dieu merci! we can, on this good day, 
boaſt of being ſq well again, as to tell 
you ſo with pleaſure. Our joint prayers 
for rain have been heard in part; but 
we muſt encore it again and again be- 
fore we receive our quota neceſſary to 
ſoften earth; looſen weeds, make pota- 
toes grow, and inſects quit their fa- 


vourite : 


01. 
vourite haunts of peaches, nectarines, 


plums, cherries, &c. &c. In ſhort, we 


are far leſs blighted, leſs be- inſected, 


than our nei ghbours, and without one 
grain of ill tempered triumph, we are 
thankful. Why did you not ſend us a 
drop of the oil of your faint to poliſh 


our country ruſt with? Lou won't al- 


low of ſuch a thing as ruſt, becauſe 


you are a ſtranger to it, like a friend 


of mine, that would not believe it poſ- 
ſible for the diſtance of twenty or thirty 


miles from the metropolis, to affect ei- 
ther conſtitution or manners, till he 
found himſelf both invalid and ruſtic— 
I wrote to our good friend, in anſwer 
to her letter of kindneſs, which I ſhall 
ever feel a due ſenſe of. Pray, in cha- 
_ rity, ſend us ſome news to vary the 
ſcene of village dogs barking, cocks 


crowing, 
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R. 
L. ET. 


Br. 
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Dear Madam, 


Your's, 


af 
2 
2 
8 
do 
E 
Eo 
8 
of 
E 
'D 
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though all three are agreeable enough 
in their turn, yet may occaſion the con- 


cert's having too many acts. 
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LETTER XLIX. 


M. — to A— ., Eq. 


RE: Di! Jan. 31, 1787. 
D RAR Sin, rh > | 


A SC-— T—— 3s not yet arrived 


do furniſh me with a cover to en- 


cloſe the papers I wiſhed to have ſent 


for your peruſal in a former letter, 1 
muſt reſerve them to deliver wh you in : 


perſon. A letter of expoſtulation, or 
rather reproof, (and ſorry I am to be 
obliged to uſe ſo harſh a term) to Mrs. 
Common cauſed her to defire an inter- 
view, and, though unwell, I went 
| down, when the papers wanted were 


* 


given 
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given up — things ſo extorted, come 


with an ill grace at the beſt; and when 


perſons recolle& themſelves fo very 


| Kte, it is, in my mind, much like to 


a repenting in the grave. My friend- 


ſhip, I candidly own, reels yet: but 


when I conſider ſome circumſtances, 
my humanity ſteps forward and ſays, 


I muſt ſtill give my advice, and my 


beſt advice, whenever aſked from that 


quarter; but as to future intimacy, 


there I pauſe. I could give you a de- 
tail of a friendſhip, on one ſide, that I 


am ſure would pain you to know any 
thing could violate it ; but that to your- 
ſelf Wonderful to tell! but would 
you believe that I have had a preſent 
of L— lately, from Miſs B——, ac- 
companied with the honour of a card 


too ?—Lord, what a happy fellow am I! 


II dare ſay, now, was I to appear in 


her town after ſuch a mark of diſtinc- 


tion was known, I ſhould be thrown 


over the Pier at high tide by ſome en- 
vious Adonis of the place. Am I not 


right, then, to keep away from ſuch 


danger? And, faith, ſo I will. 


Adieu, and affure the ladies how much 


IJ am their Ss and ben S 
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March 6, 1787. 
DREAM Sin, . 
1 WAs much obli ged to your friendly 
congratulations; I confeſs honeſtly 
my weakneſs was pleaſed. —I ſent up 
your worſhip and our friend as candi- 


dates for the ſame repreſentation as be- f 


fore, and hope to be made happy in 
hearing very ſhortly, ye are both duly 
elected. You entertained me greatly 


with your ſuppediture for politics at 
| > viz. good roaſt and boiled. — 


Who, in - the 1 name of aſtoniſhment, 
would 
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would ever deal in politics, that can 


dabble in duck ſauce? (for fo do ye, 
moſt happy D——ires, in that and bet- 
ter.) I muſt own I ſhould have reliſhed 
the being within your juriſdiction on 
the 29th, for the pleaſure of ſome roaſt 
as well as laugh; but that very long 


word v1fitation, tagged to my lon o-ſtri- 


ding ideas, I ſoon perceived would be 
_ confined within no boundaries, ſo 1 


&en cut the ſtring ſhort, for conſcience _ 


fake. To be ſure, as you ſay, I ſhould 


have got a cheap confirmation, had I come 
True but what then? I ſhould have 


expoſed my Head, and to every He, who 


judges with leſs candour than yourſelf, 


I never wiſh to do it. The incloſed 


was ſent me from town the other day 


as a curioſity. Upon my honour, I 
think the beads begin to play merrily, 
5 N 2 . 


* 
N 
4 
j 
k 
iT 
1 
'Y: 
7 
a 
! * 
1 
14 
* 
1 
J 
* 
; 
'T.3 
$3 
b 
. 0 
3 
4 K. 
*| 
c 
$4 
4 
* } 
4 bj 
by © 
TY 
4 
: 
T. 
* in 
4 
3A 
* 
NY 
+82 
L 
11 
* 
Y 7 
44 
\ þ 


__—_— * 


CC Imus 7 oy TG 


* 
83 
— — 


n RT 
8 4 * 
n 


he mean 
R. 
L. E r. 


in t 


What their cotillons 
Always you rs , 
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may end in, I won' t pretend to ſay 4 


Dear Sir, 


[ 


ſince the late act. 
d believe me, 


8 


time, an 


though I think you and I may have a 
fair chance for the Louvre, as things go. 
So take care of yourſelf 
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a Th | May 15, 1787, 

 Dzar Sis, | 

I HAD my friend's agreeable letter 
+ by laſt poſt, and I now ſend you 
the papers mentioned in my former let- 

ter. Think that I ſhould be drove to 
the neceſſity of writing No. 5! and 
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then aſk yourſelf to parallel the uſage. 
Had you been preſent, when they were 


—— — rr 


given up, (if I know you rightly) in- 
5 ſtantly you would have decided, that 


r 


ſuch an acquaintance was not the beſt 


85 


N 3 guile- 


ſort of example for a young innocent, 


192 


guileleſs fi; beſides, you may re- 
member I laid great ſtreſs upon exam- 
ple, when you aſked my ſentiments of 
the parties, at which time I derived it 
to come from the Dowager ; ſhe is now 
much upon the decline, of courſe her 
ſpirits are ſo too. Then the attention 
to thoſe matters that I. call neceſſary 
daily examples, muſt drop to the ground; 
and as my eſteem for your family is no 
cold one, it makes me feel an anxiety 
for the mule's welfare. Though a co- 
quet is not to be admired, I yet think 
there is an oppoſite character more to be 
cenſured. After all, another circumſtance 
to be attended to 1s, what I term purity 
of acquaintance. The unfortunates in 
hiſtory generally haye owed their fall to | 
firſt impreſſions ; (but I will tire you no 
longer with my comments.) You make 
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me very happy by ſaying, the muſe is 
doing ſomething for me. Indeed I ſhall 
reverence it to a degree of idolatry, 
whatever it be, though (like a true 
| ſchool-boy) I ſhall reckon upon days 
till it arrives. How you came at a 


ſight of my ſermon, I am at a loſs to 


judge, unleſs Dr. H told you the 
author ; for I only wrote it to keep 
my promiſe with him, elſe you are cer- 


tain, that a man who loves to fit down 


to a few ſtanzas of lyric poetry (ſuch 


as it may happen to be) is but rarely 
diſpoſed to change the merriment of his 


: thoughts to the gravity of a ſermon. 


Adieu, with my beſt wiſhes to ye all. 


Bitrate. 
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LETTER LU. 


Mr. BL 


— RAY Ef. 


1776. | 
DEAR B 


I AM this moment returned from 2 
few days excurſion about my neigh- | 
bourhood, where I ſpent my time in a 
moſt friendly intercourſe, in the true 
ſenſe of the expreſſion ; but let me 
| haſten to tell you how kind I take your 
thinking of me at a diſtance, at the 


fame time how little J know that I de- 
ſerve i it. 


Harry the Eighth is a maſter piece, 
and ad) udged fo by all I have ſhewn it 
e 15 80 


1 
to—lt is a great pity he ſhould I: 


ſtained his character with ſo much in- 


nocent blood. Bs duets are moſt 
_ pleaſing 3 and a moſt agree- 
able practice, inſomuch, that when 1 
do not inſtantaneouſly ſkip in tune up 

to A in double alt, I am not angry, 
and you well know my natural muſical 
Your Dentical inſtru- 


impetuoſity. 


ments are very complete - I could have | 


ſhewn my Teeth heretofore where I could 


not bite, but you have enabled me now 
Have you heard that 
our friend Sir J— G has at laſt turned 
his thoughts upon the comforts of a do- 
meſticated life? If true, as I have the 


to do both. 


moſt powerful reaſons for thinking fo, 


it will really be matrimony, (not mat- 


ter of money, according to the modern 


idea of conjugal happineſs.) 1 dare fay 


you 


, | 
| 


12226 
you will think with me, that he de- 
ſerves the completion of all he wiſhes 
for, if the qualities of the head and 
heart, like his, have any claim to ſub- 
lunary comforts at all. Go, and do 
thou likewiſe, and who knows but it 
may tem pt me to follow two ſuch good 
examples, and ſo we become an order 
of Benedicts, (though not Benedictines.) 
When does your publication appear ? 
| Your friends pant with ex pectation to 
ſee it, and I, thaugh laſt, not leaſt. 
* —Remember me to Major N—, 
and tell him, I admire that calm, phi- 
loſophic temper of his, that quo animo 


which he poſſeſſes in ſo eminent a de- 
gree. To be ſure, that man who has 
the manege of his own diſpoſition, is 
in my opinion, if not the only, the 
propereſt perſon in the world for a horſe 
| TE, officer, 


j 
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officer —1 ſend you no news, for the 


beſt of reaſons, becauſe I have none to 


ſend, but you are without that excuſe, 
as ſcarce an hour in the day paſſes, 

that does not preſent you with objects 

innumerable ; therefore write ſoon, and 

oblige = 


Your friend, 
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LETTER II. 


June 8, 1787. 
Dear Sin, 
II infinitely obliged to you for the 
ſtory of the hermit's aids to reſcue | 

the young man from inſtant death.— 
You have given me an idea of that body 
(or order) of men at large, that I was 
not in poſſeſſion of before. I always 
conſidered a Hermit in the exact point of 
view, that his emblems of Cave, Hour- 
glaſs, Book, and Skull, place him in; 
that is, in other words, a Being abſtract- 
ed from every active occupation of life, 


and 


— 
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and totally devoted to heavenly edis 
tion and contemplation; Ever looking 


forwards on the road of futurity, and 


1 


as little regarding preſent objects or 


things. But this philanthropic, good 
Man has ſhewn you, that the cares of 
Humanity to his fellow creatures are as 
much a part of his moral duty, as all 


his other religious exerciſes. How ami- 


able! Would that I could truly boaſt of 


more ſuch Hermits amongſt ourſelves, 


when the wretch in poverty and rags 


might know where to find that relief, 


which would fave him from a death of | 


abſolute want, (in plain Engliſh, ſtar- 


ving, a caſe that too frequently hap- 


pens in this country.) You ſay, the 


young man was recovered, and that he 


ever afterwards moſt gratefully acknow- 


ledged his preſervation to that cauſe, 


where 


[ 98 J 
where it was ſo properly due. I am 
glad of j it, for the credit of human na- 
ture, as the returns of the heart are ſo 


rarely made for benefits received, be- 
the ſize of them what they may. 1 
never heard but of one inſtance - of 
any perſon of my own country aſ- 
5 ſuming ſuch a character as I have 
been juſt deſcribing, and that was a 


clergyman, who made a vow to con- 
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tinue a Recluſe for the remainder of his 

life. He kept his Vow, and never 

: ſtirred over the threſhold of his Door 
once after, which was above Twenty 
Years ; but though he did not appear 
himſelf, his generous, good actions ap- 
peared for him. But I moſt terribly 


forget how long I am treſpaſſing upon 
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your attention, though I flatter myfelf 
with you excuſe, as it is the firſt, and 


will 


1 

will be the laſt time, 1 ever mean to 
write upon the ſubject, from the pain I 
feel in making compariſons no way to 
the honour of Chriſtianity. However, 
I will conclude with a wiſh, that you 
and I may ever be the HermiTs of 
the HEART. Believe me moſt truly 
and ſincerely, = . 


Dear Sir, 


Your's, 


BL—R. 
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will be the laſt time, I ever mean to 
write upon the ſubject, from the pain I 
feel in making compariſons in no wiſe 
to the honour of Chriſtianity. How- 
ever, I will conclude with a with, that 
you and I may ever be the HERMITS of 


the HEART. Believe me moſt truly 
and ſincerely, 


Dear Sir, 


BIX. 
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ORIGINAL POEMS. 


AN 
KA NM 8 WE 
| TO AN INVITATION or THREE LADIES TO 


A BALL. 


To ye, bright Nymphs, I write theſe lines, - 


| (Sad ſubject of my grief and ſorrow) 
To tell ye, tho' my heart Beli 

To kiſs your fair hands all to-morrow ; 
Yet 490 fate has chain'd me down 

To this dull, melancholy town, 5 | 

And with ſuch complicated ſpite, 

1 doubt if I outlive this night: 


O 3  - 


2 
1 


"_ 
= 
_— 


E Tz 


1 —ꝛ — 
P — " — 7 ' — 77 — rr — 
a K 4 Oy — hn 1 2 Nr — LIPS wm * 7 * * 2 A — I 
2 , 2 — — — Vf — WG Shel CEE ES 1 r . — I" n 1 * ———— —— — — 6 ———— 8 5 _ _ 
dn.” ＋ 22 1 een 4 b 7 . — _ p — 2 1 — N 2 % — N — 2 > TY — * Des 2 Rey — e rn e wy nie 2 72 233 CAST yt " _ 
—— A. r av 2... ˙— oy * r 2 . — r FIN N * n 128 18 : 4 mo att 6 N 5 4 ; ; n . * WCET Fe, — 
EPEA eee * ee 2 — Pte — 2 > LT" — 3 3 - . - * — * — * 5 Ra A ps ry oy TIES * r 1 „ — — 88 3 2 
— — 3 4 * „ener ” 3 e r 5 ** 2 2 S. 8 — . K C Wr — : M = 
on IE, I rn * =” * - 2 p I "% Piet: : Er 2, - e . . « — N > ou — - IIA — - — 445 - 
by y 5 — = : * i 4 pe — r 2 
* * —— - — 
— 7 — — — : 93 — 
1 Ph. * — | 


: 1 ä 
1 
— 
— + 
pl a TIPS a 
LP 7 


2 * * I & 
r 
1 

8 8 
CIA — 


= 
Th 
on 
k 
* 
2 
1 
* 
ROK 
2 
a 
n 
»; 0. 
* : 
- 44 
I 
Pi 
5 
RU 
an 
13 « 
_ ' 
1 s 
SEE 
= » 
4q 1 
5 F 
6 I 
2 
5 
5 — 
Ll * 
5 — l * 
4 4 
= 
«lj 
" ” . 
% a . | 
©; Fq 
i * 
is! p 
' 


_ #5 _ 
— my” 

_— 3 i 
75 * bs 


CENTS — 
TEE RE] 8 
— n 2 = r 
Ly Ion SO 
— wa Se Ie ors 
SOLES. — — ode cc O — * 
. — — 5 ——ä—— 7 — — C n 


— 
_ - 
- 


4 x96 } 


The more I read your dear petition, 


The worſe I bear my hard condition; 

And when I think dear Charlton's plain 
Is to poſſeſs ye all again, | 

With twenty thouſand pretty fancies, 
Expreſsd in minuets and country dances, 
I rave one moment then 98 15 

And curſe the hapleſs name of Bl---r, 
Phillis begins the ball at night, 

In all her ſteps, a Heinel quite; 

And Flavia, with modeſt caſe, 

Diſcovers her deſire to pleaſe ; 

Whilſ Daphne, with an archneſs, 8 
She's treading faſt on both their toes. 
Think but, ye gods! ſuch happy time 
Shou'd Cer devolve on Charley Pr---e 
That fate ſhou d once ordain, that he 
Shou'd thus engroſs the fav'rite Three! 
That firſt with one, and then another, 
Shou'd dance, and laugh, and make a pother ; 


And 
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TIT 
And ſay the ſofteſt things in nature, 
And kiſs the hand of his dear creature, 
And, perhaps, have the luck to fall,* 
And ſo be pitied by them all; 
And ſhowd the allemands turn him ſick, 
Out fly the ſmelling bottles quick 
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From the Three Graces, whilſt each ſtrive 
To keep the poor dear ſoul alive | | 
. Who would not wiſh, (without a rhyme) 


To claim that happy name of Pr——e? 


Or for conciſeneſs, more than whim, 


Suppoſe that it was even Pr——=m ? 

Or horſe, ar aſs, or dog, or mule, 

Or even Maſter Tommy F— ? 

Since tis the high road to the favour 
Of three ſuch ſprightly nymphs ſo clever; 
Whilſt other Dent may be look on, 


As much unpitied, | as undone — 


* Very ſubject to fall in dancing. 
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LEAVING A HAT AT A TAVERN, 


AND 


SENDING A WRONG ONE BY MISTAKE. NEXT 
pax IN EXCHANGE, 


THIS morn ſurpriz'd me with a hat, 
And whether ſent from this or that, 
Or t'other motive, I declare, 


Fits not the head of your friend BI. 


Tis quite too maccaroniſh far 


The tete of ſuch a country cur ; 


For things a hundred miles from town, 


Differ as much as ſquire and clown. 


A country clown may make a ſquire, 


But then he never can go higher; 
But in a town and country hat, 


There's not that difference, that's flat. 
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This ſame chapeau J here return 


— — — — — 
Fer 20" 


r —ra . , ]˙ m IT 


TIED * - P 2 
. ng Por Foo vo gr oY 


To B— es vill, its proper bourne; 


For ſurely, if my eyes tell true, 
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The ſmart affair belongs to you. 


Now, for a ſpan, PII change the ſcene, 
And view you in a ſerious vein. 
A Pinſirofomtan that be, 
En tete d thte, with Patrick 3 


| Thad ne er left you on that ſudden 


To ſacrifice to Jacky Pudden, 

But for ſtate reaſons, which, remember, 
Can never hold till next November, 

'Tis needleſs here to ſay eng further, 
Or to enlarge on ſcene of murther: 8 

I mean, ſociety's great death, 

(The thought alone juſt ſtops my breath.) 
Believe me, now, you have my mal, 
Therefore expect, that in due ſeaſon 


Your friend will readily reſign 


Himſelf to chat and ſparkling icy 75 


But 


1 
7 
4h 
4 bo 
= 
F 
© 
F 


TINO 


— 


— 26 Worn x waar mt eg nee IN 
5 * nä * 2 PI „ „ 


& 2 * -” 2 = eget <VY T 7 I 1 a — — 1 — he - - 
— a | 
8 LOTS n 8 — — 2 k wer 2 — : fs A A Af 4 4 — k L 
b . So he rene — — — = > — nf 9 * ne — C > > 
tor <= DRL; 24® - . 98 Y d I =. — — 5 5 Tag 7 5 2 N * - 2 - 8 5 - — — 
2 ”* — — r ” bo a 2 _ 2 * "= - = - FE 4 * 4 
„ ˙. or I CE CIO IL 2 8 9 a x 
= —_— ” . - : PIER = _ — 2 — + — — — — — 

—— a > — 5 3 . 
n 7 


e 


n 


— 
* — os. FED 
Nr 


NL mans Lp SS EIS > Dr IA, — 


8 * Door EN 


— T0. cqy = 25 7-4.a- <5 — 4 
= Gn Hand * 25 
Sr A IS Beets 4 
— r 
— — 2 
— — - — 
Ps = 3 BA 6 
* ” 8 the. 5 


„„ 


But neither formal Ham nor Jone 


Muſt be permitted to make one 

With you and I, whoſe looks become 
No ſerious, dull, ſtiff- ſtarebd humdrum; 
But ſprightly ſongs, and ſprightlier ſtories 
Good Sir, I mean not Whigs or Tories, | 
But honeſt girls, whoſe air and ſhape 

Make each glaſs of the Tuſcan grape 5 
Double its zeſt, and want its fellow, 

Till both us are juſt ſo mellow, 

That without aching heads, or ſorrow, 


We might repeat the ſcene to-morrow. 
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E NT EB KM 
oN MISS Bos SNATCHING A LETTER OUT OP 
MISS M=—E's HAND, AND THROWING IT 


INTO THE FIRE IN A FROLIC. 
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GURE, 8 — you could not be yourſelf 


You giddy, miſchievous, little elf! 
So unprovokedly to fret her, 
By burning poor Mess letter. 


Believe, that, ſweet retaliation 


* 


Falls on the pate of ew ry Ration; 

Therefore expect yourſelf, In turn, 

To ſee a fav'rite ſeribble burn; 

When heart-felt woe, and deep-fetch'd ſighs, 
Will guſh the tears into your eyes, | 

And make you rue, for ever after, 


Your ill-tim'd romping, flirt, and wad. 
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SNOWY DAY. 
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A MORTIFIED creature 


As any in Nature, 


te 


9 


Sits writing this m 


nu 


On a broken old ſpinnet, | 
To tell his good friend, 


What ak be the end 


\ 


Of his pleaſing deſign, 


At M——e to dine 


This very cold day, 


If the ſnow means to ſtay; 
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For who can ſtir out 
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Without danger of gout, 


Or perhaps of a fall? 
When his nag's feet muſt ball; 


And 


Las] 
And if he ſhould tumble, 


By Jove he would grumble; 
And ſhould he not break 
The beſt joint in his neck, 


He might ſprain his poor back, 


With ſome unlucky thwack, 
That might ruin his fone . 
With the lovers of game, 
And he loſe all credit 

With thoſe he might bed it, 
And perhaps have it ſaid, | 
He's far worſe than dead. 

| No, rather than that, 

Hell forego the briſk chat, 
With ew'ry agreeable 
Diſh at your table, 
And keep a ſtrict Lent 14 
: This bad day, with intent 
To recover the grace 


That is flown from his face. 
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Should he once more get any, 
He'll ſell for a penny 
The worth of a ſhilling, 

If to buy you be willing. 
But now, to be grave, 
(As his ſoul is to ſave). 

He is very much croſs'd, | 
That this day {ould be loſt 
To the mirth, joy, and fun 
Of Anacreon's ſon 
Honeſt George, ever merry, 
And briſk as new perry; Ih 
Whoſe wit will outſhine, 
And outſparkle his wine, 
With his puns ſo replete, 
That he's always a treat. | 
But as Bl—r cannot come, 
He muſt play the humdrum, 
Or elſe ſee in idea : 


The Joy of being wi you, 


L205 
And fancy to hear 


George calling out, 8 


Why ſo dull at your dinner, 
You poor Lenten ſinner ? 
Bring your joke upon table 
As quick as you're able, | 
And keep up the mirth, 
To which Pye given birth; 


When, perhaps, all the while 


Bl——r looks out of ſtyle, 
Diſtreſt for an anſwer 


To give this Drawceanſir, 


Till Miſs B—w, dear creaturs, 


With her wonted good nature, 


Says, Gemmen, I fancy, | 
c If my name was Nancy, 


" You'd think it not right, 


« I ſhould lend this ſame wight 


« A bon mot for the night ; 
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4 Or, if it was Betty, 
* Pray, why ſhould it pet ye? 
« Or, 1 it was Fanny, | 
“ Can ye tell me of any 
Objection would lay, 
« If I took my own way, 
5 And help d him to find 
« A gdod thing to his mind E” 
The company agree, | 
That no harm there can be 
In helping young maſter 
Through ſuch a diſaſter, 
Save, that knowing der wit 
Was ne'er parried yet, | 
And that her very yes 
Could flop all replies; 
They therefore refuſe 
To admit the kind muſe, 
And leave Bl 
To himſelf and the d——1. 
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ON MISS C- 


's MANNER OF PLAYING THE 


PIANO FORTE. 


GINCE thoſe fingers ſo nimbly can run o'er : 


the keys 
Of your forte piano fo ſweet, 


Who can doubt but © Apollo himſelf you fo 


pleaſe, — 5 : 


5 . 


Hed adore » you for g giving the 1 treat. 


Tho! Sk—e may vie, with her negligent wriſt, 


And ſmart turn of her hand, when ſhe dances, 5 


She ſoon may be eduard in all ſhe . 


Na Comms Can ſhew when ſhe fancies, 
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WROTE ON THE FIRST LEAF OF A BLANK 
MEMORANDUM BOOK, SENT ro 
MISS SOPHIA SH 
GO little book, and ſeek thy happier fate, 
And dear Sophia's ſervices awaits 
She'll uſe thee kindly, ſpotleſs as thou art, 
And in thy boſom write her very heart. 


Keep cloſe her ſecrets, for in her thou'lt findy 
More real ſweetneſs, with goodnature n ; 
'Than yo reign'd before in woman kind; 1 
Then malt thou have her praiſes for thy worth, 
And be the happieſt little book on earth, 


Ex TEN. 


EX F 
_ VPON THE BIRTH OF A CHILD OF THE 


AUTHOR, 


TOHN, do you hear? Go, fetch the drum, 
8 A pretty little babe is come; 
Bid the man, rub a dub, for joy, 

Although tis not a bouncing boy 

What then > Allow it but a laſs, | 

P11 drink her in this flowing glaſs 

Of old red port, to wiſh her health; 

And, mind, I don't except to wealth, 
Enough of that to make her eaſy— 

One ſure ingredient to pleaſe you. 

But with this health and wank in ſtore, | 
My friend cries Would you wiſh for more?” 
I would—the beauty of the mind 


To every other beauty join d. 
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| She ſhould ha modeſt, meek, and mild, 
In innocence a very child; 

Nor ſhould ſhe want that ſort of . 
You 8 fad attach'd _ merit 1 
Daring 3 bold in virtue's cauſe, 

Tho not repurfiols of applauſe. | 
When the reſult of conſcious feeling 
And pureſt friendſhip boaſts the telling, 
For ever ready to beſtaw 

The heart-falt ſigh ; the tear 10. flow, 
When dire diſtreſs, with pain and ging 
Summon humanity” 8 relief, 


Such darling attributes poſfaffug, 


From old, from young, will find a bleſſing: 


And to be happy whilſt on earth, 


Crown her with friendly Stewart's worth. 
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ON RECEIVING A PRESENT OF 


A SILVER INK STAND, 


Hr x vehicle! poſſeſing 
Endleſs ſource of j joy and bling 
Food of ſentimental mind; ; 
Thy ſev'ral votaries attend 
With rapture, at thy ſhrine to bend, 
Alike, all happily 1 Au 


The lover, 2 2 Ws Gehs, 
The languor of | his heart and eyes, : 
Calls in thy pow'rful aid 
In moving lines avows his tale, 
In artleſs mode he pleads ſo well, 


He charms the gen'rous maid, 
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The friend, as ready too to ſhew 

A conſcious ſenſe of honour's glow, 
His willing homage pays ; 

By thee enabled to explain | | 

The mighty ſum of friendſhip's gain, 

Enjoys all happy days. 

The poet, to ſupply his yein, 

Muſt thank thee o'er and o'er again, 
For thy indulgence giv'n: 

His fancy, heretofore to earth 

Confi d, like genius of low birth, 

Will now ſoar faſt to Heav n. 


Then happy I, who always have 
Thy ſtreaming bounties as J crave, 
How envious is my ſtate q 
Though happier far, could my poor lays c 5 
Through thee tranſmit the donor's praiſe 


To time's remoteſt date. 
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oN PRESENTING. MAJOR Bon WITH A BRACE, 


OF PISTOLS BEFORE HE WENT TO AMERICA, 


THE man who preſents ſpch dread weapons 
as theſe, 
Believe, my friend, isa lover of peace, a 
And though in ſtrict phraſe they are emblemg 
of War, 
They come with ch friendſhip, he Wr can 
ſwear: 5 . 


May they prove Sache agents, on ev ry alarm 


Of each hoſtile attack, to ſecure you from harm, | 


And, compelbd Cer to uſe them, tis his earneſt 
deſire, 
They act true to their cruſt, then they'll a. never 


miſs tis.” 
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oO READING A LETTER OF MISS B.-T—-R's. 


HA : lovely . that canſt inſpire 
Blank paper with the muſe's fire, 
And raiſe a theme to charm the ear, 
Whilf ris drops the fie tear, 
Oh! with what raptures I behold 
Thy language, of ſuperior mold, 
Embelliſh'd with that grace and eaſe, 
Sure to command, as well as pleaſe ; 
Where wit and ſenſe i in ev ry line 
: Prove you deſcended from the Nine i 
"Whilſt judgement, taſte, and fancy join'd, 
Applaud the greatneſs of your mind, | 
Such pow 'rs as theſe are rarely given, 2 


But to the favourites of Heaven. 


tw} 


IMPROMP'T u, 


| bn MISS $8K——'s GENTEEL MANNER OF GIVING 


HER HAND IN A MINUET« | 


WHEN Apelles the hands of Mam Venus 
he drew, | | 

One would farely: have thought he'd been fits 

| ting to yon, | . 

| And could he now ſee with what grace you can 


turn 


Your's in dancing, 'tis clear, he with envy 


wopld burn, 
Convinc'd that all men of real taſte muſt ap- 


prove, 


. 


And decide in your favour, gainſt bis goddeſs 


of Love. 
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EXCUSE TO AN INVITATION TO DINNER» 


TN ST me, Friend O——r, was 1 bad 
As you deſcribe, 'twou'd make me mad ; 

TFhoagh fach 2 Eper Lossiy bes 

Thank Jove, 'tis not ypon my ſpirits « 

Was that the caſe, I ſhould avow i 

My inability to do, e 

On this good day, as I'm a ſinner, 

The taking part of your good 7 

I don't * what tis to dine 
On your awed beef, and your word wines | 
And what ſtill heightens the repaſt, * 


ls, that the maſter of the faſt | + = 


Converſes in true Attic taſte, 
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Some authors ſay, that line and rule 

Direct abi hand of many a fool; 

And ſo it may, where work's concern'd, 

(And then the money's to be earn'd) ; 

But mine*s a diff*rent ſtory quite, 

I muſt be idle, to be right, 

And patient wait the coming ſpring, 

| To teach the birds and me to ſing, 

And ſo renew my ſtock of health, 

More precious than Peruvian wedth ; 
'Though to regain it coſt ſame trouble, 

: Without it, life is a mere bubble, 

A ſhadow, viſion, what you pleaſe, 

There's no enjoyment, wanting eaſe. . 

T hope, much ſooner than the time, 

You've fix" d my monkiſm, by your rhyme, 

J ſhall be able, ſtrong, and ſtout 

As Hercules, to gad about, 

| And eat and ind and ſay and do 

Ten thouſand queeriſh freaks with you, 
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Nor cer believe you, when you ſay, 
I ſhall be eie m till May— 32 
No, Sir, Fll venture out in March, 
(A month, they fay, when men look are); 3 
But whether L look arch or no, 
To Lud's fam'd city mall I go, 
And there enjoy, with freſh delight, 
Fit n, for each day and * 


10 


L ay 3 


TO THE SAME, 


ON A SECOND INVITATION. 


FPHOUGH I nor cold nor ſurfeit got 


Or got I both in paſſing through 
| The bleakeſt roads to viſit you; 
The coldeſt hour of night or day, 
Would never frighten me away; 
But frailties, ſuch as I poſſeſs, 

(None of the ſmalleſt, I confeſs) 
Remind me, that ſome little caution 
Is needful to health's preſervation ; 
For inſtance now, a friend like you, 
His good old port preſents to view, 
With focial ſmiles and eaſy grace, 
(Companions of the ſelf-ſame face) 
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Can ay be ſo rude, though able, 
To riſe from chair, and quit the table ? 
Would my philoſophy incline, 9 
Do you ſuppoſe, to ſhun the wine, 
And run to ſeek ſome other quarter, 
Wherein to write in praiſe of water ? 
Pure water; 1 muſt vie; is good 

| Ts thin, as well as cool the blood; 
g But your advice in this cold weather, 
I'm well aſſur'd would be, do neither: 
Where could ſuch doctrine, think you, tend 4 


| Unleſs at once to put an end 


To my chaſte plan, laid down fore, 


And turn my virtue out of doo 


The conſequence of that would be 
The death of my ſobriety. 
I love a beads don't miſtake me, 
And if I dont, may old W take me ; 

But how? 'Tis for the pleaſure of a friend, 
| Whoſe mind and temper will unbend, 
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As the wine warms, and makes him feel 
A conſcious worth in friendſhip's zeal; 

Decanted wine, we.ever find, ; 11 

3 there's no ſediment behind; 

And ſo with friendſhip, when 'tis pure, 

'Tis juſt the ſelf-ſame thing, we're ſure: 

For fuch enjoyments, 83 divine? f 

Grant I may always reliſh wine; 15 

For other purpoſes, (can I wiſh worſe 7 | 

Be metamorphog'd to a horſe, 7 TOP 

And ſo condemn'd on {ledge to trail 

Sad, heavy loads of ill-brew'd ale, 

Till weary'd out, an arrant ſlave, ic 4 


Die in the ſtreets, and want a grave. 
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EXTEMPORE 


UPON A LOAF THAT A LADY HAD MADE ANN 


SENT TO W— $K——R, ES. 


A LOAF of St. Catherine's own making; 
Friend Sk——r, 
| | Comes with this, and I hope in right time for 
TX your: dinner, 
And whether a good one or not, I can't ſay, 
But of that you'll inform me on ſome future 
day; | {DD 8 
| It was made with * hands, and it comes 
ith good will, | 
And contains neither alum, nor any ſuch ii; 
Therefore eat it, good Sir, without ſtir, fuſs, 
or pother, | | | | 
And if you ſhould like it, ſhe'll make you its 
| brother. | 
1 She 
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with your humble 


ſending, 
ending, 


joins 


* 
. 


She 
Which brings my few rhymes to a very fair 


JOHNY GILPIN's JOCKYSHIP, 


QE E, how the loobies gape and ſtare! Er 
Ons ſays, * Poor Johny off, I ſwear ;“. 
Cries Tiby 2 He'll pull poor Grizzle's mane - 
* So hard, 'twill never grow again: 85 by 
* Lord! how indecent,” (bawis Rebece,) 
« To ſee the creature's naked neck ” 
| Do, Johny, try. to keep chy ſeat, Lett 
Thou then wilt do a wondrous feat; 
*Twill thy dear wife's poor brains quite addle, 
To think thou « can't keep in thy ſaddle: : 
Should it ſo prove, for ever after . 
Of all the neighbourhood thou'lt be the laugh- 
7 1 
And better far that thou hadſt u, 
e have them ſay, © Jahn can't ride. 


Says 


C 22s ] 

Says Dick, © Hell ne'er ride more on earth, 
« Pl boy him ev'ry ſous Tm worth; 

cc Though to his joy- (which makes all even) 
We He'll | want no horſe, nor mate in Heav'n ; 
ec And if his wife have but the-grace 

c To ſend him to ſo good 2 place, 5 

« He then may anthems Gng on.clouds, 

cc Among his brocher Bucks in crowds, 

« And ſay, If all men's wives below 

« Would act as mine was uſed to do, 
And give ſuch genuine proofs of love, 


ec They'd ride with me in realms above. 
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IN ANSWER TO WHAT HE STILED A 


LILLIPUTIAN ODEs 


- 


YOUR LE 
Was really ſo good, 
That I = It with rapture, 
As ſuch a rich capture 

Is ſure to produce 
Both'pleafure and uſe, 

But where ſhall I find 
Such rhymes to my mind, s 
To ſupply my occaſion, 

In ſuch a profuſion? 

Your luxuriant vein 
Of rich humour and ſtrain 
Knows no Sone in metre, 


I ſwear by Saint Peter, 5 


„ 

But gains vigour and ſtrength 
As it reaches in length; 
Then each line ſo ſterling 

Inchants me like Merlin, 
And makes me confeſs - 

My poetic diſtreſs,” | 
And deſpair eer to reach - 
One fifth part of your pitch: 
But what makes it greater, 

It ſprings up with nature, 

And wants not the force 
Uſed in aid of dull verſe. 

: H—— wrote to your agent 8 

About M—ll—n,. regent, 14 
Concerning his bearing 


Your cauſe to a hearing; 


And from B—w-—ke's exatneſs 


You'll hear with correctneſs, 
When the court Gerin 8 
© That buſineſs to end. 
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The eſſect, I well know, 
Will at once be, to ſhler 
That three bottles of port 
Will be very far ſhort 
Of your ſtint, when you chuſe 

To puſh on a briſł booze, 

And lay flar ons the floor 

Every fon of a W, 
Who preſumes to fuppoſe 

He can ape yaur large doſe 


Without perit of gout, . ' 
And the d 1 to boot. 
My pretiy Miſs Belk 

| 2 tha „„ 
T o-morrow being Sunday, 

We'll play Haydn on Monday, 
 ___ VPnlefs ſhe likes better, 

And 1 fee no ew | 

5 _ a ſabbath day's chime 
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On a forte piano, 

Cem Ttalians, 

In a fhug, private room, 
To drive off the humdrum, 
Any more than an organ, 
Played in church time by Worgan; 
Since the diff'rence of place 5 
Little alters the caſe 3 - 
For all ſuperſtition 

I drive to perdition, 

And ſee no offence — 

1 being ruld by plain ſenſe. 8 


* _ 
N * 4 
N 


Q4 


TO 


. 
| | 


—— 2 — — — — 4 . — 
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TO THE SAME. 


Ax * 


N Tuns moment, my friend, I'm 8 from 
the church, | 
Where, T juſtly may lay, Pre been caught in 
the lurch, | | 
And what 8 more, the coach is juſt order, I fee, 
To wheel my old mother to "hens to drink tea, 
Let duty, or what you pleaſe, ſick i in x the caſe, 
| - At the foremention'd town ſhe has farmon'd 


my face, 3 


Elſe by Jove, I perceive, I ſhall be in diſgrace, . 

The deuce take this afternoon preaching, I ſay, 

Had I known it in time, I had then kept away, 

But to-morrow, thank Heav ok no preaching, 
that s ſure, 


os hen PP bes at your manſion at leaſt for an hour, 
And 
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And as for my pupil, ſans complimens ſending, 


| She'll find me at her forte piano attending; 

Much about the ſame time, if | your fiddleꝰs in 

| order, 5 

If not, I proteſt PI acquaint the Recorder, - 

Before e whom, if my fair one aſſigns no good 
reaſon, : 

Depend on't, his mittimus ſends hey to priſon, 

| Unleſs ſhe can charm both kis ears with a ſtrain, 


That will make him recall his commitment 


— « — 
” ® 8 
A ah Fs 
again. 


ANSWER | 


Tom 1] 


AN SWER TO SAME, 
ON | 
AN ATTEMPT OF HIS FO Dan SWIFT, 
| IN LO &HYNE. | 


N OUR . of maſt whinken] me: 
tre, this ev'ning 
Arriv'd by your ſervant, | 
And the effect it produc'd i in your bundle ex- 
ceeds all believing, 


It made him ſo fervent. 


My ragged old uſurer (uncireumcis d tho he 
does prove) 8 
Conſents to allow, | 
, Rather than have you fume, fret, _ fear by 
the beard of old Jove, 


1 may dine with you. 


But 


233 ] = 
But fox ſack his kind licence confmes me cacti 


hour in a morning 


To vile, muſty papers, 


7 8 _— forbidding paint, patches, and all 


| bodily adorning, 


Down to cutting of capers. 


Had ſome puny-flomach'd nymph long for de. | 


licate beef ſteak and onion, 


* ineurrd no diſgrace 
x my viſit till to-morrow, 'tis my 


faſt opinion, 


And let her's took it's * 


m moch k plead to be fold my young Clio ſs 


ſoon has got ready 
The harmonious repaſt 3 
Her performance of late has become Grant 
ably ſteady, 


Her muſic's a feaſt. 
* | „ 
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I ſmile at her thought of the muſical cook and 
confeCtioner, . 
When ſhe gives the deſert z 
There will be but little mw to FTI 
her, 
She is now ſo expert. 


% 


My preſentiment 'tells me, ſhe will very ſoon 
turn the table 
On confectioner and cook, 
By convincing them both, how much better than 
they ſhe is able 
To play wittiqut book, 


Her eompliment too, full as ſweet as the dear 


ſugarcandy, 
15 quite flatt'ring to hear, 5 
And conceiv'd with that wit, not 0 the 
pen of Squire Shandy, 
"Hl * T. Blr; 
Whoſe | 
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Wnoſe vanity fo tickled makes him think him- 
| ſelf a Dilettanti, 
Or judge of real giuſto, 
Though in fact all his Knowledge therein, at 
the beſt is = Cantys ” 


As either Hr, or B——w. 


AN 
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AR 
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1 0 
MISS $—E axp MISS s—N, 
ON THEIR CHARGING THE AUTHOR WITH DIS 
APPOINTING THEM Or AN, EXCURSION, THE 
DAY BEFORE« 
CH EL $—e and — . tis 
tao clear, | 
Has ſorely diſturbed the peace of T— Bl-r; 
Such ill-founded reproof him ſo haunts, jades, 
and ferrets, 
That awake he's diſmayed, and at night dreams 
Nl ſpirits. 
For a moment, dear ladies, reflect on the caſe, 
And aſk your own hearts, if you read in his Go 


Qfguilt, the laſt night, the leaſt ſhadowor trace? 


F 


DD 


FE 
If not, be aſſur d his deſire was to pleaſe you, 
Far diff rent idea from that to diſtreſs you; 
But your ſweet ſtinging compliment meant at 
che end | 
Of your friendly, kind 3 forſooth, - you 
muſt ſend, 


By the way to arreſt his career of ſublime, 
And headlong to throw him down level with 


Be it fo—if you're gratify d, hell not complain, 0 
| . | | — . - 5 ki 
But bear with a ſtoical virtue his pain, | 
vi 

| 


If he ſees you once ſmiie, and look pleaſant 


Again. 
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AN ACCOUNT or 
| _ EVENING's WALK IN THE SNOW, 


ADDRESSED TO MISS 3 


IN happy ditty — I home, 
Thinking upon the day to come} : 

Good Sunday is the day I mean, | 

| (Good thoughts, you know, are always clean) 

Though what befell me in my way, 506 

And threw me into ſore — 

A flipp'ry trick of Madam Fate) 

In briefeſt manner ſhall relate. 

Know then, 222 elf behind a buſh 

Starts forth with ſuch a d—y liſh ruſh, | 

No ſturdy bull, or ſhagged bear, 

Could have inſpir'd a ſtronger fear; : 

Away I ran, I ſaw no water, 

Till i in a when I did NR. ; 


Shoes, 


( 299 ] 


Shoes, ſtockings, eches, and eke ot, 
And made them all ſcarce worth A groat 3 


But that was nothing to the dreatl 
Of a hve lecture on my head; 


That Thought ſo dwelt upon my mind, 


I had forgot to look behind: 


But, thank my ſtars, I found old Madam 
As mild as Eve and meek as Adam. 


Pleas d to the ſoul at where I'd been, 
At what I'd heard, and what T' ſeen, 
And when I ſaid, Pd ſcarcely talk d 


Ten words, ſhe laugh'd, and ſaid 1 joted; - BE. 


For well ſhe knew his godſhip Eolus | 
Did never fail to work my bellows, 
And talk I muſt, Was death to follow, 
Thus was I by old Ma am beat hollow, 
And glad of any ug retreat, 

Made her quite proud of my defeat, 
But now retir 4, and chamber fire | 


Burning, obedient to Jnfire, 
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T7 
[ovites me to prolong my ſcribble, 
If I can dot without a quibble : 
Alas! a quibble, like a pun, 
That dear provocative. of fun, 
When I reflect in what great ſtead 
It ee ſtands a man in need, 
And like the Jewel i in pig 8 ſnout, 
He's oft hard ſet to poke it out; 
But ſoon as it is brought to light, 


Secures his eclat for the night. 


** 


But ſtop, my pen, the clock ſtrikes two, ba | 


And Tve got twenty 2825 to > do, 150 


Ere to a folitaty, bed I creep, N aft [156 


And great the odds I may not ſleep, 885 
Nor wiſh I, but to think * you, 
To all this world beſides, Adien. 


TO 


7-0: | 


| To my friend's Clear to  fyle me the ſon 
of Apollo, | 
Tm fully convined his rhymes beat me hollow; 
His lines, tis no wonder, ſhould run ſmooth 
and fine: 
Since he's always inſpird bs the muſical Os | 
| What fignißes Pegaſus, tho? he can fly, 
He U neer reach the Muſes, they re ſeated ſo 
| high, FEAR 
So greatly bre all mechanical rule 
To attempt ſuch a « fight v would proclaim the | 
dull fool : mon * | 
| No, if Bl—r Kirts the foot of the mount, he's | 


content, b 


And leaves his friend C—r to * the aſcent, 
R 2 | Whoſe 


K 4 1 

Whole genius, ſo ſuited to ſuch an abode, 

Will tempt the bright nymphs to create "ITY A 

| 20d; | | 

'Then when to old earth, in His trlümphal car, 

| He deſcends, Miſs Bell will preſent him an air, 

Or concerto ſo pleaſing, no mortals can tell . 

Who excels, ſhe on earth, or Squire Orpheus 

. in hell; ; 

As to making of 0 21 old fumps of trees 

dance, 

| More than that's to be done, both i in Italy 1 

France, | | 

ry day in che ben charm crabbd | 
old women, 

Make prudes turn good- natur d Comething x: ra- 
ther uncommon) 

Old miſers their ill-gotten hoards give away, 


Lawyers honeſt, prieſts humble, deyotioniſts 


8) 3 8 55 
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Ev'n aldermen too dine without turning beaſts, 
From over-cramm d turtle at Manſion Houſe 
feaſts; 8 
Old age become young, pain be cancell d for 
N e | 5 15 
And all Nature ſhall dance to fair Anna bels 


meaſure. 


1 0 


2 — — — — wm 


— — . — CCS — 


MISS P-— or B—E ix ESSEX, . 


WITH A PRESENT OF A SALMON». 


| 5 


DAR Madam, believe Fm rejoic'd that the 


| fiſh 


Proy 'd ſo reliſhing, taſty, and pleaſing a diſh; 
And what adds to my joy, is to know it pn 


At your manſion as freſh as it was when 1 it liv'd, 


You aſk for ſome poetry—Jupiter Am mon! : 
What theme can write on, unleſs upon ſal- 
mon? | 


And fince you do like it, depend on my care 


To preſent you with > ſome, full as (200d, 1 the 


next Om. : 


| My county 18 fam'd for producing good cheer, 


Such as cream cheeſes, veniſon, hams, a ſuch 


x 


geer, . 


F > 
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Were 


We're honeſt folks too in our general dealing, 


And few crimes we commit, fave a little horſe- 
ſtealing; 
| But that's more to keep up the ſpirit of charter, 
For ſome of us muſt ev'ry year have a garter 
Of hemp, cloſely noos'd to the neck, at a place, 
Which, for decency's ſake, I will leave you to 


gueſs, | 
When your couſin had read me chat part of 


* 


Pere letter, 


4 OY 


| To t tell him your health Was 0 wondrouſly 
better, „„ . | 
1. felt the good ne news + with that friendſhip I wo 
And wiſh'd you to live to a hundred and more; 
Then gently to fide down the valley of reſt, 
On your road to your ſeat of delight with the 
- bleſt— | | 
Mrs, Bl—r too 1 you with evry good 


So, dear Maa am, has cone my poetical diſh, 


997 9 of \ 


Should 
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Should it raiſe cer a ſmile, 'twill do all I deſire, | 


"Tis then welcome to blaze in you Dining 


room fire. 


) 


